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HOME AND PRAYER GROUPS 
 

 
HOME GROUPS 

 

 

 
 
Wednesday morning at 10.00am: Contact: Joan Taylor 
10th and 24th February, and 10th March 
 
Wednesday mornings at 09.30am:  Contact: Lynette Leithead   
10th and 24th February and 10th March  
 
Tuesday evenings at 8.00pm: Contact: Lynette Leithead 
2nd and 16th February and 2nd March at tƘŜ wƻǇŜǊΩǎ  
 

 
PRAYER GROUP 

Contact: Lynette Leithead 
 
 

PRAYER GROUP 
 
We meet every Wednesday, at 2.15pm. Prayers last for approximately one hour, 
followed by a cup of tea and chat. 
 

 
 
 

If there is anyone you would like us to pray for  

ς totally confidentially ς please do let us know. 

Contact Sybil Blair  

Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm:  

Contact: Stephen and Jean Day 

10th February (then stopping for Lent so 

people can join the ecumenical groups) at the 

5ŀȅΩǎ 

 

If you are interested in joining ANY of the groups listed 

below, please phone the named leader ς you will get a 

warm welcome. 
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Dear All, 
 

 

 

The story is told of a circus strongman doing his act at a show.  He would 
get an orange and, with his muscles rippling and glistening, squeeze it in 
his hand till no more juice would come out. 
 
Then he would challenge members of the audience to get up out of their 
seats and to come and try to squeeze more juice from the orange.  A 
reward was offered to any who could.  It was a challenge that young 
men could never resist, but try as they might, they could not produce 
even one more drop.   
 
¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇΦ  άLΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻέΣ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ 
man in a rather squeaky voice.  With his walking stick he came down the 
ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
surprise, there wŀǎ ŀ ŘǊƛǇΗ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ  άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ 
ǘƘŀǘΚΗ  ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ ōƭǳǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊΦ  άhƘΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻōƻŘȅ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέΣ ŎǊƻŀƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀƴΦ  άLǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ L ǿŀǎ 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέΗ 
 
Once every year or two, we need to consider our giving of money to the 
church we belong to.  As I write to you this month, I am aware I am 
writing to three different groups of people. 
 
There is first, a group who have given generously but feel unable to give 
more than they are already doing.  Some of them continue to give of 
their time or their talent, even if they cannot give further of their 
treasure.  Be assured, we are truly grateful to you! 
 
The second group are people who might be able to increase their giving 
and are already part of our planned giving scheme.  If you have had a 
pay rise in the last few years, please consider increasing your bank 
standing order or the amount you place in weekly envelopes. 
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The third group are folks who are members of our church who for some 
reason have not joined the scheme.  Please consider doing so!  You may 
be placing money in the collection plate; if you join the scheme then we 
can increase the value of your gift to us by more than 25%! 
 
We are conscious that people face financial pressures at this time, so we 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ ǿŜ 
want to place the facts before you and ask you to pray about which 
group of people you belong to. 
 
We want you to receive our warmest thanks for your generous giving to 
St Mary over this year and recent years.   We would not be where we are 
now without you!  You have also been extraordinarily generous to our 
various charities this year; again profound thanks. 
 
However, it is important that you know that our expenses are at present 
not matching our income.  Accounting for 2009 is not yet complete, so I 
do not have exact figures, but to match our expenditure we need at 
least a further £1,000 each month.  We do have some reserves, but we 
would prefer that our outgoings were met by the regular giving of our 
church family. 
 
I commend to you the article prepared by Richard Leithead, our Planned 
Giving Secretary, on page seven of this magazine.  Let us all pray about 
our giving to St Mary.  And let us all seek to respond to the call to give 
what is right, not what is left! 
 
 With best wishes in Christ 

 

òGiving is not my strong point ð but I have a 

good excuse.... You DO know I used to work 

for the Inland Revenue, donõt you, young 

man?ó 



5 

 
This prayer is written by Bishop Chad Gandiya,  

for the Diocese of Harare. 
 

Almighty God, 
  

Your son Jesus Christ suffered rejection, shame and death 
on the cross:  
  

Strengthen your people of the Anglican Diocese of Harare 
CPCA*  who are suffering  at the hands of the police and 
those who hate them.  

  

Save them:  
From hatred, anger and revenge when teargas is thrown at 
them and they are driven from their churches;  

  

From bitterness when beaten, maimed and imprisoned for 
insisting on worshipping you in their churches;  

  

From despair when they worship you in the scorching heat, 
rain or smelly gullies.  

 

Give them grace and courage to hold on to the faith and not 
to lose hope,  
  

Through our only true liberator Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

  
* CPCA = Church of the Province of Central Africa 
  

Bishop Brian writes: 
'The situation in that Diocese, with whom we have been linked in 
friendship and fellowship for many years, is extremely difficult.  In 
addition to the many issues being faced by the people of Zimbabwe, 
Anglicans in Harare are facing the extra torment of often being barred 
from their places of worship. Although worshippers should legally have 
access to their churches - and this has been endorsed by court order - 
often police are waiting to bar their way or evict them.  This has resulted 
in violence and arrest.  Over Christmas, police warned people against 
attending worship in Anglican churches and on a recent visit to Harare 
the General Secretary of a mission agency wrote how he and the 
congregation had to worship on the road-side by one church and in  the 
cathedral car park because they had been prevented from entering the 
buildings.' 
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Merciful God, 
compassionate Christ, 
transforming Spirit... 

 
have mercy on all those who suffer ... 
protect the weak and vulnerable ... 

provide for the homeless and the destitute ... 
comfort the grieving and the dying ... 

have mercy on all those who are helping. 
 

God who loves, 
Christ who cares, 

Spirit who comforts... 
Grant peace to the people of Haiti. 

Amen

Due to a re-organisation of working hours 
The Kippington Centre office is no longer 
to be manned on Tuesday mornings. 
  
The office will be open for 4 hours (9.00 
am until 1.00 pm) on Thursday mornings.  
A new message has been recorded for 
the answer phone asking people to leave 
their details or to contact us through the 
website www.stmaryssevenoaks.org: 
 
 ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜϪǎǘƳŀǊȅǎǎŜǾŜƴƻŀƪǎΦƻǊƎΩΦ  

 

http://www.stmaryssevenoaks.org/
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Stewardship - Head or Heart? 
 
First, on behalf of St Mary Kippington, a very big thank you to all who 
contribute their time, talents and money.  
 
With regard to our financial donations, Planned Giving represented over 
50 % of our income in 2009 and thus is vital to the upkeep of our Church, 
its ministry and the privilege we enjoy of having a full time vicar for such 
a small parish.  Regretfully (and for a number of different reasons) our 
Planned Giving has fallen by 10% in 2009 versus 2008 and overall our 
income no longer meets expenditure. Furthermore we remain 
vulnerable to a few larger donors ς some 44% of Planned Giving is 
donated by six households. 
 
{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ όŀƴŘ 
maintenance!).  It involves choices about our own lifestyle and 
responses to the call to discipleship. 
 
So how much should we ƎƛǾŜΚ  ²Ƙƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻΚ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
way to donate? 
 
Most Christians want to support a range of charities ς both Christian and 
secular.  Typically they allocate funds between their local church and 
other charities. 
 
St Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthians 16 verse 2 that our giving should be a 
priority.  Our giving should be a first call on our income and to give from 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǾŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
proportionate but unlike the Old Testament it should not be legalistic.  
God blesses us with all we have and our giving should reflect His 
generosity to us.  We should consider giving a proportion of our income, 
whether 2%, 5% 10% or beyond, as we are able to do so in prayer and 
reflection before God. 
 
That said, General Synod encourages Church of England members to 
give 5% of take home income to and through the local church and 
perhaps a further 5% for other causes.  Especially in the current 
economic climate and for many with already established financial 
commitments this percentage may simply not be possible at the 
moment.  



8 

Our giving is a part of the stewardship of all of our money and therefore, 
ŀǘ ŀ άIŜŀŘέ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
prioritising and budgeting our expenditure, ensuring tax and 
administrative efficiency?   
 
However difficult our current circumstances, we can still establish longer 
term goals and ς where applicable ς increase our giving as the future 
ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
could be in the future to defer the bigger house, the new car or the extra 
weekend break so as to gradually move towards a higher percentage. 
 
I would also strongly encourage you to donate via Gift Aid as this allows 
the Church to reclaim 28 pence (currently) for every £1 donated, 
provided the individual pays at least the amount reclaimed in tax 
(income or capital gains) in each tax year.  If all our collection plate 
giving to St Mary were tax efficient we could reclaim circa £ 2500 p.a. 
more for the Church.   N.B. High rate taxpayers are also able to reclaim 
for themselves the difference between high and basic rate tax 
equivalent on the amount donated. 
 
Regular giving (weekly, monthly, quarterly or annually) is preferable and 
this can be done through a standing order or weekly envelopes.  A 
signed tax declaration is required upfront for this method of giving 
whilst yellow Gift Aid envelopes are more applicable for ad hoc or extra 
giving.  Obviously payment by standing order is administratively the 
most efficient both for the Church and for the donor.  Other possibilities 
include leaving a legacy from an estate ς this is automatically free of 
inheritance tax. 
 
So the answer to the question is clearly that Stewardship involves both 
Head and Heart!! 
 
Whilst again thanking all for their contributions, I would encourage 
prayer about stewardship both in the short term and the longer term.  
And please do contact me, if you wish to join the Planned Giving scheme 
or if you simply require more information.  Gift Aid envelopes and 
declaration forms are available at the back of the Church in the Notice 
Board corner. 
 
Richard Leithead 
 Planned Giving Secretary  
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CHRSITMAS AT KIPPINGTON 

  

 
 

We had a wonderful Christmas at St Mary, and well done to everybody 
involved in making things happen! 
 
The Christingle service ς ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
tree ς was attended by 159 people ς 62 of them children (ie - under the 
age of 16). 
 
The Nativity Service ς and especial thanks to Diana Atkinson and 
Rosemary Creed for the wonderful scenery, photographed above with 
ƻǳǊ άIƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅέΣ hǿŜƴΣ !ƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ {Ŝōŀǎǘƛŀƴ ²Ŝǎǘ ς was again a great 
success, with 221 people attending, 87 of them children. 
 
Christmas Eve was quieter with 123 attending, and then Christmas 
morning saw a further 267 people coming to mark the birth of Christ in 
church. 
 
It is a joyous thing to be able to share in the good news of the birth of 
Jesus with so many others ς and I am sure that our vicar and his family 
were delighted to share the celebration of their first Christmas at 
Kippington with so many, in so many different ς and special ς services. 

 The Editor 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT BIBLE STUDY... 
 

 

 
O L D  B U F F E R S   -  A Call to Arms 

Don't get me wrong.  I have no objection at all to spending two Wednesday 

mornings a month sat on a sofa surrounded by female loveliness and having 

stimulating discussions while being fed coffee and biccies.  Truth to tell, I 

downright enjoy it: what bloke in his right skull wouldn't?  I've even learnt a 

thing or three. 

OK, I appreciate that the Chaps who have yet to achieve Old Bufferdom have 

to slump on to the 8.15 to earn a crust in faraway places ς I have sympathy 

with them even while I snigger ς so they'd have to go to one of the evening 

Home Groups.  But why on earth do my fellow OB's  leave me of a Wednesday 

morning as the token male? 

I am bewildered, but grateful.                Dave White 

Some of us can feel 

intimidated by the very 

thought of attending a 

Home Group. 

Hopefully, the VERY 

telling image on the right, 

and the rather more 

άǘƻƴƎǳŜ-in-ŎƘŜŜƪέ ǇƛŜŎŜ 

below will help to dispel 

any fears ς  either of 

being tested and found 

wanting on our 

knowledge of the Bible, or 

of the group being a 

serious, staid and stuffy 

affair ..!! 
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Local church trail ς Bidborough Church reflection 

A well-known hymn is said to be associated with St Lawrence Church, 
Bidborough.  The Rev J M Neale who translated into English many ancient 
hymns resided at East Grinstead, and used as a study a room in Sackville 
Tower.  Between this building and the hill on which Bidborough Church is 
built there is an unobstructed view, and on a late afternoon in the light of 
the setting sun Mr Neale saw the hilltop and church lit up in golden light.  
Remembering the hymn written in Latin by Bernard of Cluny in 1145 he sat 
down and wrote out in English: 

 

 

 

 

The service lasts up to an hour.  There will be a crèche, and refreshments 

afterwards.  In the service booklet there will be a Gift Aid envelope ς which 

we hope taxpayers will wish to use. 

This is a lovely ecumenical service, celebrated round the world on the same 

date, in countless languages.  Our speaker is Evelyne Zoung-Kanyi. 

NOTE: Parking: There are usually spaceǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ wƻŀŘ but 

ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻƴ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Iƛƭƭ.  If car-sharing is possible, it would be helpful. 

Jennifer Austin  

 

Jerusalem the golden,  
With milk and honey blessed,  
Beneath thy contemplation 
Sink heart and voice oppressed.   
I know not, oh, I know not,  
What joys await us there, 
What radiance of glory,  
What light beyond compare.  

Ian Campbell 

 

²ha9bΩ{ ²hw[5 5!¸ hC tw!¸9w 

Friday, 5th aŀǊŎƘΣ ŀǘ нΦллǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ΦwΦ/ΦΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ IƛƭƭΦ 

This year the service has been prepared by the Christian 
women of Cameroon ς the title is: 

άLet Everything That Has Breath Praise Godέ 
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The NWF of churches is running its annual series of Ecumenical Lenten 

Services around the district. 

 

Monday 22nd February at The Drive Methodist Church 

Tuesday 2nd  aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ {ǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ  /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Wednesday 10th aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Thursday 18th March at St Mary, Kippington 

Friday 26th aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ 

 

Please do support these Ecumenical Services as we prepare together, 

through Lent, for Easter.  The Charity we are supporting this year is the 

Sevenoaks Christian Counselling Service. 

 

 

 

 
 

A distraught farmer finds all his cows frozen in the snow.  He drops to his 
knees and prays to God for help.  A woman appears, puts her arms over 
his icy cows ... and they immediŀǘŜƭȅ ŘŜŦǊƻǎǘΦ  ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΦ  ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ DƻŘΚέ 
άbƻΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻmŀƴΦ  άLΩƳ ¢ƘƻǊŀ IeǊŘΗέ 

 

 
 

NORTH-WEST FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES 

LENTEN SERVICE  at 12.30pm FOLLOWED BY LUNCH 
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SUNDAY READERS & INTERCESSIONS ROTA 
February 2010 

 
 

 

7th February 
Theme: Stewardship of money 

 
8.00am 2 Corinthians 11: 19-31  

Luke 8: 4-15  

10.30am 2 Corinthians 9: 6-12 Stephen Day 

Matthew 6: 1-4 and 19-24 Graham Roper 

Intercessions Wendy Roper 

 
14th February 

Theme: Love ... your enemies 
  

8.00am 1 Corinthians 13  

Luke 18: 31-43  

10.30am Matthew 5: 38-48  

Intercessions The Cocking Family 

 
21st February 

Theme: Prayer 
  

8.00am 2 Corinthians 6: 1-10  

Matthew 4: 1-11  

10.30am Psalm 27: 1-6 Jenny Gyte 

Matthew 6: 5-18 Geoff Gyte 

Intercessions Val Davies 

 
28th February 

Theme: Priorities in life 
  

8.00am 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-8  

Matthew 15: 21-28  

10.30am Deuteronomy 6: 1-8 Keith Evans 

Matthew 6: 25-34 Mary Evans 

Intercessions Lisa Parker 
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
 

Monday 1st February 
8.00pm  Charities Committee  

  
Wednesday 3rd February 

12.30pm  Lunch Club 
with talk by Martin Williams of Ightham Mote  

ƻƴ ΨtǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ .ŜŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ¦Ǉ ŀƎŀƛƴΩ 
  

Thursday 4th February 
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Coffee Hour in The Centre 
  

Friday 5th February 
1.45pm  ¢ƻǘǎΩ tǊŀƛǎŜ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

  
 

Sunday 7th February   Fourth Sunday of Epiphany  
Theme: Stewardship of money 

 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) 

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
12.30pm  ΨCƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩ Soup Lunch in The Centre 

 
Tuesday 9th February 

8.00pm  Youth Committee  
  

Thursday 11th February 
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Coffee Hour in The Centre   
11.15am  Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home 

  

 
 

Saturday 13th February 
2.00pm  Wedding of Alexandra Stewart and Daniel McBirnie  
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Sunday 14th February   Sunday next before Lent  
Theme: Love ... your enemies 

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am  Family Service in The Centre 
with coffee afterwards 

6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

 
 

Wednesday 17th February 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

10.00am  Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ŜǾŜƴƻŀƪǎ ²ƛǾŜǎΩ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
Coffee afterwards in The Centre 

 
Thursday 18th February 

No Communion service this morning 
11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 

 
 

Sunday 21st February   1st in Lent 
Theme: Prayer 

 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
 

Monday 22nd February 
12.30pm Sevenoaks North-West Fellowship of Churches 

Lenten Service at The Drive Methodist Church 
 followed by Lenten Lunch at 1.00pm 

 
Thursday 25th February 

10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
11.00am Coffee Hour in The Centre   

 
Friday 26th February 

11.30am  Memorial Service for  Frank Coombe 
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Sunday 28th February   2nd in Lent  
Theme: Priorities in life 

 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 

- including personal prayer ministry ς  
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 

6.30pm  Informal Evening Service 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2010 
 

Tuesday 2nd March 
12.30pm  Sevenoaks North-West Fellowship of Churches 

LENTEN SERVICE AT ST LUKEΩS CHURCH 
FOLLOWED BY LENTEN LUNCH AT 1.00PM 

 
Wednesday 3rd March 

12.30 for 1.00pm  Lunch Club with talk by 
5Ǌ aŜǊƛƭȅƴ /ŀƴŜǘ ƻƴ ΨGrowing your OwnΩ  

plus Bring-and-Buy Book Stall 
 

Thursday  4th March 
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Coffee Hour in The Centre 
 

Friday 5th March 
1.45pm  ¢ƻǘǎΩ tǊŀƛǎŜ 

8.00pm  Ψ9ƳƳŀ tŜŀǊǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘΩ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
Emma is a piano-based song-writer and singer 

(For details contact Nick Pears of The Town Church) 
 

Saturday 6th March 
6.00 for 6.30pm  Fund Raising Bridge Evening  

to help build the Chamuhawi School in Mpwapwa, Tanzania 
(full details and booking form on page25) 
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Sunday 7th March   3rd in Lent 
Theme: Judge Not 

 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) 

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
12.30pm  ΨCƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩ Soup Lunch in The Centre 

 
Wednesday 10th March 

12.30pm  Sevenoaks North-West Fellowship of Churches 
[ŜƴǘŜƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 followed by Lenten Lunch at 1.00pm 

 
Thursday 11th March 

10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
11.00am Coffee Hour in The Centre 

11.15am  Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ YƛǇǇƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ 
 

 
 

Sunday 14th March   4th in Lent 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Theme: Ask, Seek, Knock 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am  Family Service in Church 
with distribution of posies 

Coffee afterwards in The Centre 
6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP) 

 
Thursday 18th March 

10.00am  Holy Communion (CW) 
11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 

12.30pm  Sevenoaks North-West Fellowship of Churches 
Lenten Service  at St Mary, Kippington 
followed by Lenten Lunch in the Centre 

 
(NB. TƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ нсth March) 
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It was announced recently that Lisa Parker is training as an evangelist ς 
since when some people have been asking what this entails.   

So we asked Lisa ς and here is her reply...  
 

What is an evangelist? 
 
 

 
 
 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘhis question! 
 
An evangelist is a bringer of good news.   
 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ άlay ministers 
who share the Christian faith through words and action and equip others to 
Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜέΦ  The Rochester Diocese website adŘǎΥ άEvangelists are people 
serving God in their local parish community and in the Diocese of Rochester 
ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  
Evangelists can serve in many areas of the church using their own particular 
gifts.  This could range, for example, from working with children, in schools, in 
the community and in fact anywhere. 
 
A few years back I realized that I was being called to study for some sort of 
ministry.  Truthfully I fell into evangelism rather than set out to pursue this 
path.  
 
Since September 2008 I have been studying for the Certificate in Ministerial 
Theology. This course is run jointly by the Rochester Diocese and the 
University of Canterbury and its academic content is pitched at first year 
degree level.   This is a two year course comprising of eight core modules 
studied by those training as Readers, Pastoral Assistants and Evangelists and 
then two specialist extension modules ς the choice of which depends upon for 
which lay ministry one is training.  
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So what is this particular ministry?  According to Jean Kerr, the Warden of 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜΣ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ άŎƻ-operating with the Holy Spirit to 
ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ.   In many ways any Christian 
living out their faith is an evangelist.  We can share our faith by just being 
there for others and by ordering our lives and lifestyles in a way that reflects 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  It requires no special training other than to have a loving heart 
and a certain amount of energy. I would like to think that Kippington is an 
evangelizing community which encourages and nurtures people in their faith 
journey.  It has certainly been that for me! 
 
Evangelism takes place on many levels. There is the obvious ways such a 
preaching and leadiƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ΨǳǇ ŦǊƻƴǘΩ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ (I 
write this article a few days after my first experiences in the pulpit).   
 
Most evangelism, though, is much less public or obvious.  It is about meeting 
with people where they are at; identifying a need and working with a person 
or situation to help them move their lives forward in faith. That can be 
through listening to someone; sharing a coffee; helping at a social event or 
volunteering for a charity.  It could be simply picking up litter or stacking the 
chairs away or giving someone a lift home.   So much evangelism is informal 
and part of everyday life and encounters at work, in the street and when out 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅΦ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōƛōƭŜ ōŀǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀǘ 
people.  It is not about converting people (although that can be a by-product 
of evangelistic activity). 
 
As part of my training, last summer, I spent a six-week placement at the 
Hospice in the Weald.  The result of that experience is that I am now a 
volunteer chaplain in the day therapy unit working two mornings a month.   In 
this role I am simply there to listen to whoever wants to talk.  Quite a few 
people see the word chaplain on my i.d. badge and assume I am a religious 
nutcase; but for the majority of people I am just a friendly face to whom they 
can talk about their illness, their family, the football  or sometimes (but not 
often) their faith.   Some Fridays I spend time playing games of cards or losing 
hands down at scrabble.   Sometimes I find myself helping people with their 
art work (when I say helping that is in the loosest sense) or just passing 
around the biscuits.   In this type of evangelism being there is the good news. 
Taking time out just to be available is all that is required.  
 
One writer, Bosch, describes evangelism as communicating joy.  I always leave 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛŎŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
Every week I learn so much.  There is so much joy in the hospice.  It is moving 
to share Communion and prayers with the patients and staff each Friday. 
 
So what will an evangelist do in Kippington?  
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The job description is so broad; I cannot give you a definitive answer. 
 
I am here to serve wherever and however God calls me.  It is fair to say that I 
can be asked to do just about anything and I am sure David, Lynette and 
others will have plenty of tasks lined up for me as the job unfolds.  In the 
months ahead, I have a major project to complete as part of my training but 
more about that another time.   As a church-based evangelist I see my role as 
working ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ   No job is too big or too small. 
It will be my job to share my faith and to encourage others to do so through 
words, actions and prayer but most importantly by just being there and 
available.   As I have documented elsewhere, becoming part of the Kippington 
Church family has been a totally transforming experience for me.   There is a 
congregation full of evangelists.   I hope in this more formalized role that I can 
help others grow closer to the person God is calling them to be and encourage 
us all to share our faith seven days a week. 
 
 In the meantime I would appreciate your prayers as I juggle the competing 
needs of training courses, essay writing, working for a living and raising my 
young family.  If all goes to plan, God willing, I may be licensed as an 
evangelist sometime in the autumn. 

Lisa Parker 

 

 

Dear Father God, 

Help Lisa as she trains in Your service.   

Grant her the wisdom to walk where You lead and 

to follow in Your footsteps.   

May her heart always be tender to the truth of 

Your love for her, and may she trust You to take 

care of tomorrow, as she juggles today.  

Use her talents, dear Lord, to reach out to a world 

that needs all that she can give, and use OUR 

talents too, Lord, as You see fit. 

Bless her, keep her, support her. 

Amen. 
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FIRST SUNDAY LUNCHES 
 

We are SO sorry we had to cancel at the last minute in January ς the snows 
and confusion got the better of us! 

Our apologies to you all ς especially anybody who had been relying on it. 
 

Our next date is Sunday 7th February when your hosts will be the 
Wednesday Evening Home Group 

  
Please do join us for a meal in the Centre after the 10.30am Service  

on the first Sunday of the month. 
Winter is still well entrenched, so we continue with lunches based on a 

warming bowl of home-cooked broth... filling, warming and cheering ς both 
the food AND the company! 

 
 

St. Mary, Kippington:  Church Register  

December 2009 / January 2010  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
                                         
 

Baptisms  
Our good wishes to Isabelle and Olivia Neave and to Elliot 
and Joel Marcelline, all baptised on Sunday 20th December.  
We welcome the four of you and your mummies and 
daddies (Matthew & Karen, and David & Victoria 
respectively) into our church family.  Welcome also to 
Thomas Philpott (and his parents Jen & Ed) whose baptism 
was on 24th January.   

 

aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōŜ ƻƴ you all. 
 

Funerals 
Condolences to the family and friends of Brian Parsons, 

who died on 21st December, and whose memorial service 

was held here at Kippington on 12th January.  Our prayers 

especially are with his widow, Yvonne.   

May ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΦ  
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Totsõ Praise 
Do come and join us!  

 
Our next dates are: 

Friday 5th February and Friday 5th March 

 
 

 

 
We sing songs, listen to a story and join together in prayer. 

Designed with the 0-5 year olds and their parents or carers in mind,  
 

we meet at 1.45 for 2.00 pm 
 

 in the Church (lasts 20-30mins) and then move to the Centre  
for a cup of tea / juice and a time of play and chat. 

 

Everyone is welcome 
 

ς Pushchairs and prams are no problem ς 
and we love to welcome older brothers or sisters  

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗ 
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 Review of HopeFest:  There was a good discussion of this.  All 
expressed their gratitude to Nick Cuthbert and his team for a highly 
professional and engaging set of events at the Stag; and to those 
organising the other events.  There was considerable enthusiasm for 
the way in which churches had worked together.  Some churches had 
felt that there was not as much fruit as they had hoped and prayed for. 
But many attending were clearly at the start of a journey, not the end.  
There was general agreement that it had proved more difficult than 
expected for churchgoers to invite their friends.  This was especially 
true of people who worked in London or elsewhere: their work 
colleagues did not live in this area.  

 Review of KnowHope.  Dave Garrett reported on behalf of KnowHope. 
There had been some fruit from the Plaza Suite evening but he was 
most excited about the schools work, which he hoped that the youth 
workers could now build on. About 1600 young people had heard the 
gospel message during the KnowHope week. 

 

 

 
A couple of summers ago we offered lifts from Sevenoaks Station to Seal St 
Lawrence School where a year group enjoyed a musical workshop and adventure 
playtime with the children at this quiet village school.  All the children really 
enjoyed meeting each other.  

On Wednesday, March 10th the school is visiting The Stag Theatre and if anyone 
is able to offer a lift from the back car park at Sevenoaks Station to the Stag Car 
Park, meeting the train from London Bridge at 10.00am the children and their 
escorts will be very grateful.  They are happy to walk down the hill to the station 
after their visit but the hill might be a little daunting for the younger children at 

the beginning of the day.   If you can help please contact Mary Scott on 01732 
451117 or e-mail office@stmaryssevenoaks.org  

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ 
ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 

 
¢ƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ŘŜōǊƛŜŦ ƻŦ IƻǇeFest included 

these points: 
 

{ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ /9 tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ .ŜǊƳƻƴŘǎŜȅ ς 
visiting Sevenoaks again ...  
 

Their Head Teacher, Karen Willis ς who lives in our 
Parish ς tries to get her inner-Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ άƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘέ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ   


