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Our mission …
To be a bridge between God and our community, 
sharing the love of Jesus and 
growing in worship, welcome and witness
Home groups and prayer opportunities for you to join us

Home Groups:

	If you are interested in joining any of the groups listed below, do please phone the designated leader.  You are always assured a warm welcome.  Please remember that all our groups meet on a fortnightly basis, unless otherwise indicated.
	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSzbKCFcnXEUhcwzCEHneo3I41lqKJcMz2d44t8VJlS1H3fzVjiFQ]



	Tuesdays at 8.00pm
	Lynette Leithead
	


First and third Tuesdays (7th and 21st Feb) at:  134a Kippington Road


	Tuesdays at 10.00am
	David Kitley
	


Tuesday 7th Feb at:  The Vicarage, Kippington Road
Tuesday 21st Feb at:  Lindow Cottage, Ashgrove Road

We will be studying the book of Esther


	Wednesdays at 10.00am
	Joan Taylor


Wednesday 8th Feb at:  Woodside Road
Wednesday 15th Feb at:  Gracious Lane
Wednesday 29th Feb at:  Woodside Road


	Wednesdays at 8.00pm
	Stephen & Jean Day
	


Wednesday 8th Feb and Wednesday 22nd Feb at:   The Dene


Prayer Group
	Wednesdays at  2.15pm
	Sybil Blair
	


Every Wednesday at:   Garvock Drive

Is there anyone you would like us to pray for?  All requests are treated in complete confidence.   Prayers last approximately an hour, followed by a cup of tea and a chat.


Monthly Hour of Prayer
	Tuesday at 8.00pm
	David Kitley
	


Tuesday 28th February in:  The Centenary Room at St Mary Church, Kippington
With our new vision in place, there is a strong sense that we need to lift this whole venture to the Lord in prayer.
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When the Bishop of Tonbridge opened our Christmas Fair on November 19th (a long time ago!) he spoke of our having a reputation for being generous as a church.  Many of you gave very generously of your time, talent, and treasures at the Fair.  It was my first since arriving here as your vicar, and I was delighted to share in this event with you all!  There was great teamwork on the day, a happy atmosphere, and a wonderful opportunity to welcome the hundreds of visitors.  In many ways it was a community event, as we met and talked with numerous friends and neighbours.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A big thank you to all who helped and supported the Fair.  A total of £4500 was raised, which was shared equally between the appeal for re-lighting our church, and Solar Aid.  The latter is a charity that provides solar panels to supply electric light in Africa.  Do look up their website.  They do not have electricity, but there’s plenty of sun!
] 


As Bishop Brian spoke, I recalled how a year earlier Bishop James at his Installation, his very first sermon in Rochester Cathedral, also preached about generosity.  There is, he said, such a thing as a free lunch!  All of us who were present found a lunch box under our pew, whose contents we were able to eat together as soon as the service was over.  Jesus, he said, gave out free lunches on one occasion to 5000 people – with 12 baskets collected of leftovers afterwards, a picture of God’s extravagant generosity.  

He then said that this was ‘a word for today’, ‘a word for us’, and ‘a word for our times’.  In a ‘word for today’ he thanked people for the generosity of their welcome, and asked us to continue to be generous to him in spite of his imperfections and failings.  In his ‘word to us’ he called us to be equally generous and gracious to one another – “to be shot through with the silken thread of God’s generosity”.  In the ‘word for our times’ he called us not to draw in during times of austerity, but to continue to be generous.

In this year past many of you gave generously towards the cost of re-wiring and re-lighting our church.  God knows how much you donated.   I believe he has been generous to us in the spectacular new lighting in our building – we are seeing it as no previous generation did!  We need to thank him for his goodness in providing us in various ways with the means to carry this out.  The new lighting is certainly a gift for us to enjoy, but it is also one for our parish and for future generations.

This call on us to be generous is one I specially want to place before you as we move on into 2012.  ‘Be completely humble and gentle; bearing with one another in love’, said St Paul (Ephesians 4:2).  How wonderful if we can have a reputation for this sort of generosity!  Please join me in praying that this will be the case.  

‘Be inspired’, said Bishop James, ‘by the extravagant generosity of God’.
With love in Christ,
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DEDICATION OF THE REWIRING OF ST MARY

March 24th and 25th will be a significant and notable weekend for St Mary Kippington. 

The rewiring project will be complete and the improved sound system will be fully operational. 

The Bishop of Rochester the Right Reverend James Langstaff will dedicate the rewiring of St Mary on Sunday 25th March at the 10.30a.m. service.
 
The evening before the service on 24th March at 7.30p.m. there will be a celebratory music concert followed by cheese and wine in the Kippington centre. We hope to publish the programme for this concert in the March edition of Forward Move. 

Admission will be free with donations to the Lighting Appeal after the concert. Please put this date in your diaries. 

Be part of this memorable dedication weekend and see the church illuminated in all its glory. 

Rosemary Creed
Churchwarden 




     

	Sunday Readers and Intercessions Rota
	February 2012





	5th Feb
	Septuagesima    
	

	
	8.00am
	Holy Communion (BCP)
	1 Corinthians 9: 24 - 27
	

	
	
	
	Matthew 20: 1 - 16
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	10.30am

	Holy Communion (CW)
	Ephesians 3:1-13
Mark 1:29-39
	

	
	
	
	Intercessions 
	Val Davies



	12th Feb 
	Sexagesima     
	

	
	8.00am
	Holy Communion (BCP) 
	2 Corinthians 11: 19 - 31
	

	
	
	
	Luke 8: 4 - 15
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	10.30am
	Family Service
	Matthew 6:25 - end
	

	
	
	
	Intercessions
	Arduino Family


                           	    	
	19th Feb
	Quinquagesima     
	

	
	8.00am
	Holy Communion (BCP)
	1 Corinthians 13: all
	

	
	
	
	Luke 18: 31 - 43
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	10.30am
	Morning Prayer (BCP)
	Ephesians 3:14-21
	

	
	
	
	Mark 9:2-9
	

	
	
	
	Intercessions
	John Munro



	26th Feb
	First Sunday in Lent  
	

	
	8.00am
	Holy Communion (BCP)
	2 Corinthians 6: 1 - 10
	

	
	
	
	Matthew 4: 1 - 11
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	10.30am

	Holy Communion  (CW)
	Ephesians 4:1-16
Mark 1:9-15
	

	
	
	
	Intercessions
	Wendy Roper




CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY


Wednesday 1st February
10.00–11.30am    St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre
12.30pm	Lunch Club with talk by Ian Walker 
	‘Sevenoaks and its Great Houses’
[image: ANd9GcTxfFwhSyfWJd70SlmzZqEt5vXxJv3y0fMQbJMguIiWvjc4h5-f7w]
Thursday 2nd February
10.00am   	Holy Communion
11.00am   	Coffee hour in the Parish Centre

Friday 3rd February
1.45 for 2.00pm   Tots’ Praise in the Parish Centre


Sunday 5th February    5th after Epiphany
8.00am	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am	Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
[image: ANd9GcQwCcqlTlHg2TJ_jvpMFOM7zayJekg2NFfWVJnvrPc5GxAkM1vj]	Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche
	Coffee afterwards in The Centre
12.30pm	Baptism of Florence Lindsay
12.30pm	First Sunday Lunch in the Parish Centre
6.30pm	Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) 
6.00–8.00pm	Youth Group – Ten Pin Bowling – details to follow


Wednesday 8th February
10.00 – 11.30am    St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre
[image: ANd9GcQUy_im34jw6TpdV8mB7qG1ZAHGmJTmaYdLQRBOs48C4zsEPO3P]
Thursday 9th February
10.00am   	Holy Communion
11.00am	Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home
11.00am   	Coffee hour in the Parish Centre


Sunday 12th February    6th after Epiphany
8.00am	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am	Family Service in the Parish Centre with crèche available
	Coffee afterwards
12.30pm	Baptism of George and Samuel Ivey


Wednesday 15th February
10.00 – 11.30am    St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

[image: ANd9GcTxfFwhSyfWJd70SlmzZqEt5vXxJv3y0fMQbJMguIiWvjc4h5-f7w]Thursday 16th February
10.00am   	Holy Communion
11.00am   	Coffee hour in the Parish Centre

Friday 17th February
11.15am	Tots’ Praise in the Parish Centre
NB:	Last date for articles for March Forward Move


Sunday 19th February    Sunday before Lent
8.00am	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am	Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)
	Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche
	Coffee afterwards in the Parish Centre



Wednesday 22nd February     ASH WEDNESDAY
[image: image1]





10.00am	Holy Communion in church with coffee afterwards 
	in the Centenary Room
(Please note  -  NO Holy Communion Service or coffee tomorrow)
10.00–11.30am	St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre


Sunday 26th February    1st Sunday in Lent
8.00am  	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am	Holy Communion (Common Worship)
	Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche
	Coffee afterwards in The Parish Centre
6.30pm	Informal Evening Service


Monday 27th February
12.30pm	North-West Fellowship of Churches Lent Service
	followed by lunch at St Thomas’s Church

Tuesday 28th February
8.00pm	Monthly Hour of Prayer in the Wreford Room


Wednesday 29th February
10.00–11.30am    St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre



CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2012

Thursday 1st March
10.00am   	Holy Communion
11.00am   	Coffee hour in the Parish Centre
[image: ANd9GcS-tlzSGQHe924JmXq6ETtwwHUwYxdpfrlaVKp39HxhR_iQddWR]

Friday 2nd March
1.45 for 2.00pm   Tots’ Praise in the Parish Centre
2.00pm		Women’s World Day of Prayer at St Thomas’s Church, Granville Road
	“Let Justice Prevail” - Malaysia


Sunday 4th March     2nd Sunday in Lent
8.00am	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am	Holy Communion (Common Worship)
	Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche
	Coffee afterwards in The Parish Centre
12.30pm	First Sunday Lunch in the Parish Centre
6.00–8.00pm	Youth Group – Movie Night


Tuesday 6th March
12.30pm	North-West Fellowship of Churches Lent Service
	 followed by lunch at St Luke’s Church, Eardley Road

Wednesday 7th March
[image: ANd9GcS4CMK0M0J2osWYSzaBgBX1odwQYMZKFwIqt76ou45yiRVZ-66L]10.00–11.30am    St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre
12.30pm	Kippington Lunch Club with a talk on 
		‘Signs and Symbols in Western Christian Art and Architecture’ by Lyndall Hacker    
		Remember that there will also be a Book Stall

Thursday 8th March
10.00am   	Holy Communion
11.00am	Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home
11.00am   	Coffee hour in the Parish Centre



Sunday 11th March    3rd Sunday in Lent
8.00am	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am	Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)
	Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche		
	Coffee afterwards in The Parish Centre
6.30pm	Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)


(This month’s Family Service will take place in Church on Mothering Sunday – 18th March)

Dates for your diary:

Saturday 24th March	7.30pm  Concert in church followed by wine and cheese in the Parish Centre.  Admission free but our final appeal for the Lighting fund.  (See article)

Sunday 25th March – Bishop James coming to Kippington.  The service will be followed by a light buffet lunch in the Parish Centre.

Thursday 29th March – 7.30pm  Question and Answer session with Bishop James

Thursday 28th June – North West Kent Fellowship Pilgrimage



NEW BEGINNINGS

Christenings and Funerals
	
[image: Realistic Spring Rose Simple Side]
	
Christenings

December 11th        Alexandra Sinclair
January 29th         Mr Anton Cherny
                             Chloë Flint
                             Cecilia Cox

Funerals 

December 19th    Dorothy Burns, aged 92, 
                            of Kippington Road

January 9th               Mildred Maxwell, aged 98, 
                            formerly of Rockdale House



WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Informed Prayer, Prayerful Action

The Day of Prayer begins as dawn breaks over the islands of Tonga in the Pacific and continues across each continent until the last Services of this special day are held on the islands of Samoa, back in the Pacific, circling the world in prayer for about 36 hours.

The Women's World Day of Prayer has its origins in America, in the late 19th Century and came into being through the thoughts and actions of three women.

When Mary Ellen James called for a day of prayer in 1887, she was not planning a great worldwide movement, destined to become the largest ecumenical movement in the world organised and led by women. She was simply reacting, as a Christian, to the society in which she lived.  The wife of a Presbyterian minister in New York and the mother of seven children, Mary Ellen was aware of the problems faced by many women around her, particularly new immigrants to America - the awful slums with their poverty, unemployment, poor housing, lack of health and educational facilities. Something had to be done.

Two years later, two more women, Baptists this time, together called a Day of Prayer for the World Mission. The Day of Prayer initiated by these two women expanded to neighboring countries, then on to Europe and other continents.

Since 1927 the day has been known as Women’s World Day of Prayer.

So, how did it reach Great Britain?

It was in 1928, at an international missionary conference in Jerusalem, that Scotswoman Grace Forgan first learned of the World Day of Prayer and brought the news to Great Britain.

The first services were held in Scotland, initially, in 1930, reaching England in 1932, Wales a year later and finally reaching Northern and Southern Ireland in 1934.  During the Second World War, the Women’s World Day of Prayer quickly took on an importance not seen before as it drew women together in prayer and fellowship.

In 1941, the WWDP office in London was bombed and all property and records were destroyed. There was no loss of life and the minutes of previous meetings that were recovered from members enabled the bare bones of the first nine years to be preserved.  Frequently during the War, the planning committee in London met in an air-raid shelter but every year, without fail, Orders of Service were produced and supplied to the rest of the country. 

It was not until the reforms of the second Vatican Council that Roman Catholic women were able to take a full part in the day of prayer and in 1967 the day was celebrated at a special service in Westminster Cathedral, by invitation of Cardinal Heenan. 

In 1969 the World Union of Catholic Women's Organisations encouraged Roman Catholic women worldwide to participate in WWDP and to make this possible, the WUCWO moved their own Day of Prayer from March to May. 

Every four years an International Meeting is held.  Each National Committee is given the opportunity to submit a theme, along with suitable bible passages, and may offer to write a service.  During the meeting a small group considers the various suggestions for themes and the offers to write the service and chooses themes and countries for the next four years.  A writing country does not choose its own theme; this is given to them by the International Executive Committee. The decision is then announced to the delegates at the International Meeting.


Forthcoming World Day of Prayer themes and writer countries

	Year
	Theme
	Writer Country

	2012
	Let Justice Prevail
	[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/66/Flag_of_Malaysia.svg/22px-Flag_of_Malaysia.svg.png]Malaysia

	2013
	I was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me
	[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg/22px-Flag_of_France.svg.png]France

	2014
	Streams in the Desert
	[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fe/Flag_of_Egypt.svg/22px-Flag_of_Egypt.svg.png]Egypt

	2015
	Jesus Said to Them: Do You Know What I Have Done to you?
	[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/93/Flag_of_the_Bahamas.svg/22px-Flag_of_the_Bahamas.svg.png]The Bahamas


 
Therefore, on the first Friday of March every year, in services all over the world the writer country becomes the focus of prayer and understanding. Through preparation and participation in the worship service, women worldwide learn how their sisters of other countries, languages and cultures understand the biblical passages in their context. They learn of the concerns and needs of those women and to empathize and unite with them in solidarity and prayer.  The World Day of Prayer aims to demonstrate that prayer and action are inseparable and that both have immeasurable influence in the World.

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland there are now over 3,000 branches holding 5,000 services every year.  Last year 275,000 copies of the Order of Service were printed in the UK alone. 

It is from such roots as these that WWDP has taken its present shape - a worldwide ecumenical movement of Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action. 

Why not make a note in your diary to experience a powerful, uplifting service being held on Friday 2nd March at St Thomas’s Church, Granville Road.  Join other Christians from over 170 countries and islands, uniting together in praise, worship and prayer, following the same Order of Service all over the World. 



General Notices

For some months now we have been missing one of our two Thermos Flasks (used for meetings and Thursday morning coffee).   We feel sure someone has borrowed it and it has been put away somewhere and forgotten.  If you have borrowed it please could you return it…  Thank you.
	Mary Scott
	Centre Administration






Any old greetings cards to throw away?  Please don’t.  There is a box at the back of the Church for any cards you wish to recycle.  Please, NO Christmas cards though.
Many thanks.                                 Mary Scott




Situation Vacant
Would anyone like to join the Church Gardening Team? We spend a couple of hours on the first Saturday of each month, tending the flower beds and generally tidying the lawns and car parking areas. If you'd like to know more please contact Ian Cowdroy on 01732 456564.



COFFEE ROTA

	[image: animated-coffee-pot-and-cup]
	5th February
	Philip & Kath Wood
01732 740046

	
	12th February
	The Frost Family
01732 469994

	
	19th February
	Yvonne Parsons 01732 455148
and
Brenda Ross
01732 451632

	
	26th February
	Mary & Keith Evans 01732 743943

	
	4th March
	The Parker Family 01732 462079



Now we are having coffee every Sunday, I would like many more helpers.   Please contact me on 01732 454301 if you are interested.   Thanks. 
               
Joan Taylor 

An opportunity to look forward to forthcoming events


Lunch Club
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 1st February, 12.30 for 1.00p.m. when Ian Walker will be giving a talk on ‘Sevenoaks and its Great Houses’.

Our lunch in March, is on Wednesday 7th, when Lyndall Hacker will help us understand the Silent Signs and Symbols as found in Western Christian Art and Architecture.

New members and guests are very welcome, however Joan Miller (01732 454305) does need to know of your attendance at least seven days in advance so that she can order your meal.

If any of you either know, or know of, good speakers and/or topics, the committee would love to hear from you.   Thank you.   

	Joan Taylor 
(01732 454301)



	Chairman


	
	

[image: Singing in the rain]
	


'SINGING IN THE RAIN'

Monday 20th February
7.30pm at 
The Stag Cinema




	

The Christian Aid Committee has organised a special fund-raising 
showing of this film. 
Tickets are priced at £10.00 each, and are available
from Jean and Stephen Day
Drinks and Nibbles are included.

DO COME FOR A NOSTALGIC EVENING TOGETHER! 



		

          

	
[image: drop in sunday]

	

‘Family Drop-in Sunday’
Sunday 26th February
from 3.30-5.30pm 
in the Centre


	
There will be craft activities, games, food, songs and a story.
Do come for a fun afternoon together.
Feel free to drop in for part or all of the time.
This is a one-off event at present, to see how popular the idea is.
For more details or enquiries please contact 
Jean Day (461894 or day@kent2.co.uk)






	
Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 2nd March at
St Thomas’s Church
Granville Road

The service this year has been prepared by the Christian women of Malaysia and is entitled “Let Justice Prevail”.  As mentioned above, it will be taking place at 2.00pm on Friday 2nd March at St Thomas’s Church, Granville Road, Sevenoaks.

Everyone, including men and children, are welcome to attend.

The inter-denominational Order of Service will be used around the World on the same date – a wave of prayer and praise from East to West.  

Do please come and enjoy this powerful, uplifting experience.

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact me, Jennifer Austin.  Thank you.






Date for your diary – not to be missed!
North West Fellowship Pilgrimage 2012
The Friar’s Aylesford & Rochester Cathedral 
(including Evensong with the cathedral choir)
Thursday 28th June 2012
Full details will be published in the April issue of Forward Move

THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II

There has been no Diamond Jubilee in this country for over 100 years – as the historians among you will be well aware.  Not since the reign of Queen Victoria.  Will we one day speak of the ‘Elizabethan era’ just as we speak of the Victorian one?

Our Archdeacon Clive Mansell writes: ‘The Church of England is encouraging its 13,000 parishes to engage with communities to celebrate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee’.  

We are being encouraged to celebrate this in two ways; open air events and ‘the Big Thank You’.  You can see more of this on their website:  www.diamondjubilee.churchofengland.org.

I have been very keen for a long time that we celebrate our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee with an event on the lawns outside our church and parish centre.  Ideally, this will be a community event for our neighbourhood to join in and enjoy together.  We shall be launching this in Church on February 19th, and plan for it to take place on June 2nd.

I do hope this is something you will all want to join in with - just as you all made the Christmas Fair such a success.  And in the same way, came out in force on the 8th and 9th of December to clean up a very dusty church!  The pews, walls and floors were covered in dust from the electrical works, and it seemed to re-appear after being picked up!   A heartfelt thank you to everyone who turned up, and made ‘light work’, contributing to a very happy atmosphere!  It was wonderful to be back in church afterwards for all our Christmas services, and to welcome New Beacon and Solefield schools to theirs.

The ‘Big Thank You’ is a means by which churches can register their gratitude to the Queen for her 60 years of service to this nation and beyond.  This will be part of the special service on June 3rd, when we will thank God for her ministry.  

Increasingly, none of us can remember any other monarch!

I get the impression that there has not really been a celebration like this since the Silver Jubilee in 1977 – which I missed because of working in India.  I am therefore really looking forward to sharing in this event with you all.  Please put this date in your diaries.  

David Kitley



ST JAMES CLERKENWELL

Ian and I joined a happy band of pilgrims for a walk around the Clerkenwell area which took in the parish church of St James. Clerkenwell (clerk’s well) is named after the local well which can still be seen behind glass in one of the buildings in the area. This water was used extensively in the brewing and distilling (gin) industries.

The church, built during the 17th and 18th centuries is rectangular in shape and is, outwardly, rather plain. It has been built on the remains of a mediaeval nunnery church. Inside the porch you see benefaction boards recording various charities still being distributed to elderly people. You will notice galleries around three sides of the church, which is lovely to see as so many of these have been taken down. Watch out for the modesty board running up the stairs to the galleries. This was installed so that men could not see the ladies' ankles as they ascended to their seats. The upper gallery was used by the children from the Sunday school.

Nearby is the headquarters of the Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, which stands in a remnant of the Priory of St John. 


A photo of St James, Clerkenwell:

[image: Description: http://s0.geograph.org.uk/photos/25/43/254304_4a5d32ad.jpg]


Pat Campbell


 PRAYERS TO SHARE


CANDLEMAS     -    THE PRESENTATION in the TEMPLE     -    LENT 

At the beginning of this month we come to Candlemas, the day when we celebrate the Presentation of Christ in the Temple.  When Mary and Joseph took the infant Jesus to the Temple they found the old man Simeon waiting for them there.  He took the Child in his arms and gave thanks to God – “for mine eyes have seen thy Salvation” – for he had seen a Great Light, had seen Jesus who was and is the Light of the World.  So we, here in Kippington, looking to share this message with our ‘neighbours’, pray:-

“Longing for light, we wait in the darkness,
Longing for truth, we turn to You.
Make us your own, your holy people,
Light for the world to see:
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts,
Shine through the darkness
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church, gathered today.”

Travelling on, leaving the season of Epiphany behind, and celebrating the Anniversary of the Queen’s Accession on the way, we come at the end of the month to the beginning of Lent.

I have been looking again at various books of Celtic prayers and writings.  The Celtic church, established in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales in the 5th Century, holds a strong sense of the presence of God in all creation, in the natural world in which these early Christians lived.  So their prayers often contain references to winds and tides and the daily tasks of rural people.  I hope to write more about this and to offer you some more Celtic prayers next month; their simplicity seems to me to be right for this time of year; but for now, here is a prayer which was written by St Columba in the 6th Century.  It was chosen as the Rochester Diocesan Prayer for Lent in 1997, and is one we use in the Parish Prayer Group.

	    Lord Jesus, be thou a bright flame before me,
		be thou a guiding star above me,
		be thou a smooth path beneath me,
		be thou a kindly shepherd behind me,
		today and for evermore.   Amen
D.M.A.
Local Church Trail

An exhibition at the British Library provides a fascinating glimpse into a medieval world before books were printed. Royal Manuscripts: The Genius of Illumination brings together a treasure trove of illustrated manuscripts collected by English monarchs between the 9th and 16th centuries. An illuminated manuscript is one in which the text is supplemented with illustrated initials, borders and drawings, and the exhibition challenges the myth that these were ‘the Dark Ages’ by displaying beautiful works of art. Most medieval manuscripts were written on best quality animal-skin parchment, called vellum, and represent some of the best surviving examples of medieval painting. The majority are of a religious nature, produced in monasteries for their own libraries or for wealthy individuals as a sign of status. Large monasteries contained a separate area for the monks who specialized in the production of manuscripts called a scriptorium. Illumination was a complex process usually reserved for special books such as altar Bibles, whilst wealthy people had illuminated ‘books of hours’ setting down prayers appropriate for various times in the day. After planning the general layout, the page was lightly ruled with a pointed stick, and a scribe set to work on the text with ink-pot and sharpened quill feather. The decorated initials, borders and section headings were the responsibility of a rubricator, whilst the pictures were painted by an illuminator.

The illuminator is at work, painting the Garden of Eden. He is in a room by himself, a mark of his regard within the monastery. He wears the habit of a monk, which he will remove when he leaves for home at the end of the day. He strives to portray the Biblical story in terms of dimensions – Adam asleep, unconscious; Adam dreaming, eating the forbidden fruit; Adam in the waking state, expelled from the garden. One day he will attempt to illuminate the fourth dimension, the one referred to in a later testament as the Kingdom of Heaven. 

	[image: i m 2]
	
Royal Manuscripts:
The Genius of Illumination is at
the British Library until
13th March 2012.




Contributed by Ian Campbell 
 
	


Dear Readers 
	[image: http://images.onset.freedom.com/hesperiastar/medium/s-Clip art - letters.jpg]



Having read Forward Move (I hope) from cover to cover, it will come as no surprise to you when I say that this issue has three main themes running through it:  prayer, illumination and light.  To me, they symbolise the three main elements of God’s love.   Why?

I will try to explain.  We acknowledge God’s immense love for us every time we pray because we know He is listening to us.  Why would God promise to listen to us every time we prayed if He didn’t love us and want to help us?  That leads me to illumination.  To me, this is God’s gift to us in helping us to understand and therefore unravel what is in our hearts.  Finally, light.  Jesus, God’s son said:  “I am the light of the World” (John 9:1-7).  To me, this phrase means God is our guiding light as we travel through life and it is this light that keeps us treading His chosen path for us.

It is my prayer to God that your hearts and souls will be illuminated by His love and that His light will guide you through every day of your lives to come.

Sue Shepherd, your Editor



	Based on a prayer used in the Cathedral at Tours.
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On lighting a candle 
Lord, this candle that I have lit,
may it be LIGHT from you
to lighten my way
through difficulties and decisions.

May it be FIRE from you
to burn up my selfishness
my pride and all that
is impure within me.

May it be FLAME from you
to warm my heart 
and teach me love.

Lord, I cannot stay long,
lighting this candle 
I offer you myself.

Help me to continue my prayer 
in all that I do this day. 

Amen
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