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HOME AND PRAYER GROUPS 
 

HOME GROUPS 
 

            

                  
 

Wednesday morning at 10.00am: Contact: Joan Taylor  
21st Wǳƭȅ ά¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ /ŀƪŜέ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀǘ [ƛǘǘƭŜ .Ǌƛǘǘŀƛƴǎ ς see page 20.  This Group 
restarts on 8th September.  Topic TBA. 
 
Wednesday mornings at 09.30am:  Contact: Lynette Leithead  
7th July at J enny GyteΩǎ and 21st July at Hester Dick-LauderΩǎ.  The topic continues 
of The Holy Spirit.  The group breaks for the summer, re-starting on 8th September 
ŀǘ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ .ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ς topic TBA.  
 
Tuesday evenings at 8.00pm: Contact: Lynette Leithead   
6th and 20th July and 3rd August at tƘŜ wƻǇŜǊΩǎ.  The topic continues to be 
άtǊŀȅŜǊέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŜƴ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 
Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm: Contact: Stephen and Jean Day 
14th July ς a shared meal together ς then a break over the summer, re-starting on 
8th September.  Topic TBA. 

 
 

PRAYER GROUP 
 

We meet every Wednesday, at 2.15pm at 1 . Prayers last for approximately one 
hour, followed by a cup of tea and chat. 
 

 

If there is anyone you would like us to pray for  

ς totally confidentially ς please do let us know. 

Contact Sybil Blair  

If you are interested in joining ANY of the groups listed 

below, please phone the named leader ς you will get a 

warm welcome.   
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Dear All, 
 

 

 
It in fact goes back to 1991 when I became Vicar of Christ Church, Dartford, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ψaƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩΦ  One of these was a 
Tanzanian Church Army Officer, working in the depths of that country.  My 
church sent him sum funds each year, he wrote letters, but none of them had 
ever met him. 
 

L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ {ŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴ Ωфт ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ΨǊƻƻǘǎΩ ƛƴ YŜƴȅŀΣ ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
highest mountain, and went to visit Anderson, our Tanzanian contact.  His 
Bishop then asked if the PCC would pay for Anderson to train for ordination.  
We did that, and gradually got involved in supporting other projects out there, 
such as paying for a church roof. 

 

Interest from church members and others in the Dartford Deanery began to 
grow, to the point of arranging a visit for 10 people to Tanzania in 2002.  Some 
of us were sponsored to climb another mountain ς Mt Meru which at 15,000 
feet was less demanding than Kilimanjaro had been!  We were raising money 
to pay for Mpwapwa Cathedral roof.  They owed £30,000 for this, and it was 
clear they would never be able to pay that between them. 

 

The welcome we received everywhere was overwhelming!  We visited six 
churches in day, and each one had a choir waiting to greet us, and huge 
amounts of food!  Most of those who came with me were there for the first 
time, and have never forgotten! 

 

By this stage there was developing a link between the Dartford Deanery and 
the Diocese of Mpwapwa.  Only two years later, this was picked up more 
formally and to their great delight, a formal link was made between their 
Diocese and ours.   

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎΚ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ 
learning from one another and being enriched by meeting and visiting each 
other.  I said to the team who went with me in 2002 that we were going to 
compare their spiritual wealth with our spiritual poverty.  By that I meant that 
their churches are all absolutely overflowing with people, and ours mostly are 

 

When I was instituted as vicar here, I was 

ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ Ψ.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

adviser for Overseas Links.  What is that 

ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚ  ²ŜƭƭΧΦ{omeone suggested 

that I write about it to you. 
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not!  A parish out there may have 10 churches in it!  And with that we went to 
open our eyes to our material wealth compared to their poverty. 

 

With the friendship and the visits comes the opportunity to support one 
another.  Here it has been a great joy to help with the costs of new buildings, 
or training courses.  From another standpoint we have try to offer support to 
beleaguered Christians in Harare, with whom Rochester Diocese has had a link 
for many years.  I am shortly to accompany the Bishop of Tonbridge to Harare.  
We will certainly be learning from them as we see how they have coped in 
difficult political times. 
 

!ǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǊ Ƴȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ 
of Rochester to take an interest in the people and parishes with whom we 
have formal links elsewhere.  There two Dioceses in Tanzania, one in 
Zimbabwe, and then quite differently, Estonia. 

 

I am paid to give a day each week to this work. It does not work out at exactly 
that.  At times it will be less, at other times it will involve several days together, 
as when I go on a visit to one of these places.  The church members of St Mary 
are giving one seventh of their giving to something that is quite outside of their 
parish.  They are giving generously to world Mission, more so than perhaps 
they realise! 
 

 

 

 
 

______________    WALK & EXPLORE LONDON ς THE CHILDRENΩS SOCIETY 

On Saturday 11TH September, hundreds of supporters will once again join us at our 
Base Camp at the Tate Modern to embark on a sponsored walk through the historic 
heart of London. You are guaranteed to have a great time with your friends and 
family as you explore the streets of London, taking in many of its famous bridges, 
ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ 

 

The walk, long a favourite with our supporters, will give the option to walk 1.5 miles, 
5 miles or 10 miles  - so there is a distance to suit all ages and abilities!  

 

Walk & Explore London really is a fantastic day out for everyone ς and together with 
your support and sponsorship ς it really does make a huge difference to the work of 
The Children's Society.   
 
Registration will begin shortly, but in the meantime for more information, please 
contact us on walkandexplore@childsoc.org.uk or call 020 7841 4507. 

With best wishes in Christ 

 

mailto:walkandexplore@childsoc.org.uk
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 SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE on SATURDAY 11th September 2010 
Anytime Between 10am - 6pm 

 

Wanted! Cyclists, walkers, and helpers... 
 

Last Year was another successful year for the sponsored bike ride with over £150,000 being 
raised in Kent and with more than 750 Churches and Chapels involved in the event. 

 

Unfortunately we had no riders or walkers from our Church last year but we were able to 
send a donation to The Friends of Kent Churches, so thank you to those that made a 
contribution to this. 
 

The ride is open to everyone and the more people from outside the church that take part 
the more successful we shall be in arousing interest in, and support, for our heritage of 
church buildings. 

 

The first sponsored bike ride took place in Suffolk in 1982 and there are now 36 counties 
taking part and over £ 24 million has been raised.  

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
cycle or walk to as many Churches as you wish and take part at anytime during the day 
between 10 am and 6 pm. There should be 11 churches in Sevenoaks open on the day with 
several others, including St. Mary, Riverhead, St. Botolphs, Chevening and Bessels Green 
Baptist church, also being fairly local.  

 

If you would be interested in cycling, walking or can help for just one hour on the day, 
which could be sponsored as well, then please give me a call.  Sponsorship forms are now 
available. 
 

Glynn Hicks.   

_____________ 

A short piece from Current Archaeology  (submitted by Chris White) 

  

Real natural disasters could account for the ten plagues of Egypt. 

Climatologists studying stalagmites in Egyptian caves found evidence of 

drought, which could have led to the drying up of the Nile, which 'turned to 

blood' because of the growth of toxic red algae, leading to a plague of escaping 

frogs, lice and flies; this accounted for diseased livestock and boils, whilst the 

hail, locusts and darkness might be the result of Santorini's eruption and 

associated changes in weather, they say. 
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WHEN JOHN LOWE CAME TO TEAΧ 
  
On May 29th Canon John Lowe, vicar of this parish 1976-96, paid us a visit, 
along with his family. 

  

They had decided that it would be a fitting celebration of his 80th birthday.  
Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΚ  IŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
Communion Service back at Kippington, the place home he and Dorothy had 
lived longer than anywhere else in their lives. 

  

Meeting them for the first time was a great pleasure.  John is not as strong as 
he was, and cannot always find the words he wants to say, but Dorothy is 
definitely spry!  As the church service began she welcomed us all and spoke 
with great affection of their years here.  Their son Michael (now Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering at Imperial College, London) and his wife Helen read 
two Bible readings that John had chosen.  Katherine their daughter, her 
husband Richard, and their children Elizabeth and James, led us in prayers.  
(Richard was one of those whom John interviewed in his capacity as Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands.  No one had reckoned that a visit to Kippington vicarage 
would leaŘ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΗύ  tŀǘǊƛŎƪ [ƻǿŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ  
He works for Formula One, and there was a race on in Turkey that weekend.  
His team won, and Paddy was seen on TV that Sunday, being sprayed with 
champagne! 
  

Canon Philip Groves preached.  He had grown up here, and been prepared by 
WƻƘƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  IŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ 
and to their capacity to make friends.  He reminded us that John had had early 
ambitions to be a vicar.  As a child, he would line up his teddies and practice 
preaching to them! 
  

After the service we were treated to a tea fit for royalty!  Members of our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
that morning preparing our Church Centre.   Tables, chairs and tablecloths had 
all been beautifully arranged.  Over a hundred guests crossed the road from 
the church and gathered to enjoy the feast.  There was a wonderful 
atmosphere of shared friendships, of memories renewed, of thanksgiving to 
God.  It was just ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊŜǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΧ 

  

I want to register here my special thanks to everyone who helped make this 
such a special occasion, in particular the Social Committee.  It was easily as 
good as tea at Buckingham Palace! 

David Kitley 
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AND A MESSAGE FROM THE LOWES: 
 
Just a little note to thank you for sharing my 80th Birthday so wonderfully: 
greetings cards, a celebration of Holy Communion, a glorious tea-party, and 
the renewal of priceless friendships.  An occasion of deep joy. 
  
                                                   John Lowe (with Dorothy and family) 
  
We shall report later on the outcome of your donations for the library in 
Mundri (Sudan). 
 



7 

 

Local church trail: St Peter and St Paul, Seal 

 
{ŜŀƭΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴƻǿ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǎƛȄ ōŜƭƭǎΣ ŦƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 17th century and a sixth, the 
treble, was added in 1886 to commemorate a wedding.  In the village there is a 
pub called the Five Bells standing opposite a cottage called Six Bells, a 
reflection of the Victorian addition.  The familiar sound of church bells on an 
English Sunday signifies the time for worshippers to attend church.  Bells 
became common during the Middle Ages, and before mass communication 
were the only way to gather a village together.   
 
WƻƘƴ .ŜǘƧŜƳŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƭŀƴƪ ǾŜǊǎŜ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ Ψ{ǳƳƳƻƴŜŘ ōȅ .ŜƭƭǎΩΣ 
and references to church bells often appear in his poetry: 
The mellow bells are ringing round 
And charge the evening light with sound 
Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ Ψ.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎΩΣ ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜƭƭǎ ƘŜ 
hears prior to an operation he must undergo are questioning him:   
{ǘ DƛƭŜǎΩǎ ōŜƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƴƻǿ 
ά!ƴŘ Ƙŀǎǘ ǘƘƻǳ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ Ƙŀǎǘ ǘƘƻǳΚέ 
{ǘ DƛƭŜǎΩǎ ōŜƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊƛŎƘƭȅ ǊƛƴƎ 
ά!ƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΚέ  
 
Bells are usually mounted high in a tower on top of a church, so the sound can 
be ƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  {ŜŀƭΩǎ ōŜƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ 
ΨŘǊƻǇǎΩ ƛƴ YŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ улŦǘ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
to ring. 

Contributed by Ian Campbell 
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St Mary, Kippington ς our Vision Exercise continues 
 

Our thanks to those of you who attended the second of our Vision 
mornings, and we look forward to seeing many more of you at the final 
one, on Saturday 3rd July.  
 

For those of you who did NOT make the last session ς here are the tools 
you need to do what we did on the day!   

 

First, have a look at this list of Ministry Passions ς you may wish to 
consider what YOU are passionate about... 
 

AREA Ҟ  AREA Ҟ 

Abused   Intersession   

Arts & Crafts, Creativity   Immature believers  

Bereavement   aŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  

Bible teaching   Mission  

Building Esteem   Music  

Children   Outreach  

Connecting people   Poverty  

Disability   Relationships  

Discipleship   Single Parents  

Education   Technology  

Elderly   Workplace Ministry  

Environment   Worship  

Fellowship   Youth  

Food   Other  
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bƻǿΣ ǊŜŦŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
Forward Move.  If you have not already filled it in, please do so ς this is a 
FUN exercise, and might throw up some skills you had no idea you 
possessed! 

 
Then, refer to the following table to see what your answers might mean: 
 

Add up  scores for these 
question numbers  
(max of  25) 

Gift and Description 
An ability to... 

 

9, 19, 25, 26, 40 Care giver and / or Pastoral 

Practically  ... cheerfully and practically help those who are suffering or in 
need;   
Ephesians 4: 11-12, Acts 13: 2-31, Peter 4: 9-10 
and / or Spiritually  ... nurture, care for and guide people toward ongoing 
maturity; strengthen and comfort those who are discouraged or doubting; 
motivate people into action.  1Peter 5: 1-4, John 10: 1-18, Acts 11: 22-24 

5, 20, 21, 37, 43 Encourager 

... recognise and show appreciation for the gifts and work of others; stimulate 
and inspire others to involvement and ministry.  Acts 11: 23-24 and 14: 21-22 

1, 17, 27, 30, 34 Servant 

... accomplish practical tasks to support the needs of others and to enable 
ministry.   
Romans 12: 6-8, Acts 6: 1-4 

14, 15, 22,36, 45 Teacher and / or Preacher 

... understand, clearly explain and apply the Word of God; bring truth through 
a revelation or biblical insight; and effectively apply spiritual truth in a specific 
situation.  Romans 12:7, 1 Corinthians 12: 28-29, Acts 18: 24-28, and 1 
Corinthians 12:8, 2:3-12, James 3: 13-18 

6, 12, 18, 35, 41 Hospitality 

... welcome and recognise new people; provide fellowship, food and shelter.   
Hebrews 13 1-2 / Genesis 18 1-8 

2, 13, 31, 42, 44 Administrator 

... assist ministries to be more effective; organise people, tasks or events.   
1 Corinthians 12:28,  Acts 6:1-7 
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4, 16, 24, 33, 39 Evangelist  

... effectively communicate and / or share the Gospel with others.   
Ephesians 4:11, Acts 8: 26-40, Luke 19: 1-10 

3, 10, 11, 28, 38 Communicator  

... appropriately organise and impart information ς either to the church 
community or the wider parish / town / audience.  Proverbs 16 21-24 

7, 8, 23, 29, 32 Intercessor  

... consistently pray on behalf of, and for, others.   
1 Timothy 2: 1-2, John 17: 9-26, Romans 12:12 

 

Of course, with the third of our Vision meetings yet to happen, there may 
well be new areas of activity that will come out of that exercise.  But if 
you cannot wait, and would like to know how best you can use your skills 
and gifts within the church, please contact either the currant or the vicar, 
who will be happy to point you in the right direction! 
 

 

 

 

 

Father, may Your Holy Spirit kindle in ALL our hearts a greater love for 
Christ and His Church, and make us fully alive to the opportunities of 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ   
Save us from complacency and fear; 

 inspire us with the vision of a world won for You;  
and stir our wills to pray and work and give  

until Your will is done on earth as in heaven;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

We ask all of you to prayerfully 
consider what you are currently 
involved in for the church, and ask 
yourselves:  do you do too much, are 
you doing the activitieǎ ȅƻǳǊ άƎƛŦǘǎέ 
suggest; could you do more? 
 

Thank You, God, for volunteers!  
Amen. 
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SUNDAY READERS & INTERCESSIONS ROTA  
JULY 2010  

 

4th   July Theme: the Bride of Christ 

Trinity 5 8:00am 1 Peter 3: 8 - 15  
Luke 5: 1-11 

Holy Communion 10:30am Isaiah 54:1-8 Stephen Day 
Matthew 22:1-14 Hester Dick-Lauder 

 Intercessions Wendy Roper 

11th  July Theme: Gifts of the people of God 

Trinity 6 8:00am Romans 6: 3-11  
Matthew 5:20-26 

Family service 10:30am 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 -  

 Intercessions The Rea Family 

18th  July Theme: the Army of God 

Trinity 7 8:00am Romans 6: 19-23  

Mark 8: 1-10 

Morning Prayer 10:30am 2 Chronicles 20:1-26 Cathie Kitley 
Ephesians 6:10-18 Elizabeth Harsant 

 Intercessions Dorothy Ashpitel 

25th July Theme: The Spirit in the Church 

St James the 
Apostle 

8:00am Acts 11:27-12:8  
Matthew 20:20-28 

Holy Communion 10:30am Acts 1:1-8 Keith Evans 
John 14:15-26 Val Davis 

 Intercessions Rich Morrow 
 
 

 

Heavenly Father: we thank You for the times of rest 

and relaxation which are given to us in the course of 

our lives.  Teach us to use our leisure and our 

holidays to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds: 

and may we be strengthened and refreshed in spirit 

for our daily work ς and the service of Your Kingdom.  

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


