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The Parish Magazine

of

St. Mary Kippington

May 2008

HOME AND PRAYER GROUPS

EVENING HOME GROUPS

20:00pm at their home, on the following Wednesday evenings:
7th & 21st May and 4th & 18th June
Stephen and Jean Day 
20.00pm, venue to be confirmed on the following Tuesday evenings:
13th & 27th May
Lynette Leithead
MORNING HOME GROUPS

Group Leader – Lynette Leithead 
10:00am at Helen Lawson’s on Wednesday 7th May and 10:00am at Mary Evans’ on Wednesday 21st May
Group Leader – Joan Taylor 

10:00am as arranged on Wednesday 7th May and 10:00am as arranged on Wednesday 21st May
PRAYER GROUP

Every Wednesday, at 2:15pm as arranged, Sevenoaks unless otherwise advised

Please contact Lynette Leithead 
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Vicar’s Report – APCM, Sunday 20th April 2008 
Eleven years ago when we first moved from working on a council estate in Essex to Kippington I was asked did I find much difference between the council estate (23,000) and Kippington.  I thought about the question and why was the person asking it.  You have to be careful asking questions; they can get you into trouble.
During a visit to the mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director of the asylum how he determined whether or not a patient should be institutionalised and admitted into the asylum.

'Well,' said the Director, 'we fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the patient and ask him or her to empty the bathtub.'
'Oh, I understand,' said the visitor. 'A normal person would use the bucket because it's bigger than the spoon or the teacup.'

'No.' said the Director, 'a normal person would pull the plug. Do you want a bed near the window?'
People are the same at their core, whether Kippington or Harold Hill, because they are made in God’s image, that image becomes distorted and so they lose focus on God, themselves and others.  Also it is the same God working everywhere in His world, bringing forward His mission to His world.  A Christian minister works from these truths among others: some things are fixed in human identity and also in the belief that the Holy Spirit is interested in bringing change. I remember an early PCC at Kippington. I got the impression people did not know each very well, it was all so private and I remember a question from a PCC member after I had said, ‘I had not come to Kippington just to be a caretaker and maintain the church’, someone asked in response: ‘What was wrong with maintenance?’

In the period between Easter and Pentecost, Jesus spent 40 days teaching the disciples about the Kingdom of God. Up to the very day of the Ascension, despite the Cross and the resurrection of Jesus, they are still asking those wrong questions; ‘Will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?’ The disciples were still thinking in the old terms of political, national and material answers.  Jesus, even within his own ministry as He humbled himself, seemed 
to be prepared to live with unanswerable questions. (‘When would He be coming back?’). Jesus seemed to emphasize more the need to be sure of a relationship with God His Father and the relationship of the disciples with Him. Before the Cross and after the resurrection He gave instructions on the person and role of the Holy Spirit who would bring about change in their hearts and minds.

The necessary wait for Pentecost must have been in order to drive home the truth that they could not survive, mature or act without the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Their future would not be determined by their own efforts.    Their identity with one another was to be determined by the Holy Spirit and knowing the touch of the living Spirit moving among them.  They were still going to make mistakes and yet there was a new boldness about this small community.  They were not the same; there was a new reliance, a new joy and a new direction.  But it was not for everyone.  The Acts of the Apostles still records people out of focus and interestingly not only out of focus with God but also with each other within the church community (see Acts 5 and 8 with Simon from Samaria and Ananias and Sapphira).

The presence of the Holy Spirit was making the difference.  It was not to be in their own abilities, traditions or past achievements.  It was not to be in their own striving, which always has a tendency to put man at the centre and not God.  The church was continually to be open to what the Spirit was saying: they were captured by the vision of God.  

As I look back on nearly 11 years I am very thankful to God. It is possible to change things in church, policies, group meetings, objects, buildings but to see change within people it needs the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit takes away our fears of the past, present and future and then recreates new, healthy relationships, which are so attractive that other people want to be part of the life. 

I am thankful to people who have worked alongside me in these years: Churchwardens: Les Bennett and Margaret Houghton, Alan Chart, Anne Hassall, Keith Evans, Jenny Gyte and Roger Fishwick.  For Jennifer Phillips, Joan Taylor, Sharon Fishwick and Lynette Leithead. For Len Ross and the choirs. For all members of the PCC - past and present.  For those who have led prayer groups, and home groups. For the hospitality shown for the Alpha groups.  For Jean Day and all those with our Sunday Club, for all the children who have been a real joy and hope.  For my Jill of course and the supporting youth leaders.  For sidesmen and women each Sunday and those who have given up their mornings and afternoons for wedding and funeral services.

For the hard work of Forward Move, including the distributors, for all the editors including Jill Moore who did it for at least ten years and the recent editors - Jeb Hogg and Paula Blair for all your hard work in recent years, I am so grateful in what you have been able to do in this challenging task.  For Diana Atkinson keeping the Open Corner fresh and up to date, for her artistic gifts in preparing visual aids and church décor. 

For those who have always been there to provide a helping hand and a cup of tea. You have been asked for help to provide hospitality and you have been so willing. Thank you. For Graham Roper, our Centre manager and for Jack Wreford and Rae Johnson.  For all who worked trying to keep the old centre going including Colin Davis for electrics, and Pat Johnson sewing those curtains.  For the Building Committee who worked so hard and in such good spirit in preparing for the Parish Centre.  Geoff Gyte and Pauline Berry looking out for grants.  I am thankful for that period when we were raising the cash and the many givers - well done.  For the church’s immediate neighbours who were so generous and encouraging.  

For the gardening teams over the years especially recently for the loyalty of Kathy and Ian Cowdroy with the support of Michael and Valerie Fisher.  For Glyn Hicks and the Social Committees for always being ready to contribute to the social life. For all who have served at Holy Communion and visited Kippington Nursing Home each month, for Joan Taylor and the faithful group of ladies, for Len and Brenda Ross. For the flower people and brass cleaners over the years.  For the special Flower Festival held in the millennium year.  I want to thank Ros Hedges who over recent years has quietly and imaginatively decorated the church with flowers and this year is stepping down. For Stephen and Jean Day who put together the Service papers especially the many Holy Communion Service sheets. 

For the coffee teams, readers and intercessors. For Chris White preparing the weekly notice sheet. For other musicians so willing to play at the last minute. For Rosemary Creed, our Child Protection Officer.  For Geoff Gyte our stewardship man who has so ably and efficiently encouraged the Giving. For all our treasurers: Michael Philips, Pauline Berry and Michael Chapman and Norman Shepherd, the chairman of Finance Committee. For all those involved in the banking and the counting of the weekly gifts. For the Welcome Secretaries – Peter Ashpitel, Mary Evans and Christ White.  For all who have served on various committees over the years.

For Alan Chart and those who worked so hard in preparing the curtains, windows and floors in 1997 for the family to move into the Vicarage. For those who have been particularly generous and thoughtful in remembering us at Christmas, holidays, offering little outings to us and for the use of their homes for the occasional rest.

This September we look forward to Lynette being ordained Deacon and we are so pleased she desires to serve in this parish and we have received permission for this from the Bishops.  She has been so loyal and pastorally caring in the parish despite the heavy demands of her training in these last three years.  I can leave more easily knowing there is a good shepherd to be with you.  Then your new vicar will join you in the not so distant future.  I wish them joy and encouragement as they work together to serve you in this place.  Thank you, Lynette, for your partnership in the Gospel, thank you for your loyalty and patience. 

For each one of you for being part of this church, thank you. Please go on asking the questions that God is asking of you and trust in Him in all that lies ahead.  Jill and I have enjoyed being with you and we are thankful for all He has taught us, for the way He has led us by the Spirit and His love we have known in this place of Kippington.
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As ever,
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For you, Stephen & Jill … 

I have fond memories of my time working as one of Stephen's Churchwardens - of the fellowship, friendship, fun and challenge.  His conviction that if it was right for us to build a new Centre then God would help us raise the necessary funds was inspiring. I was frequently moved by his love and care for people and will always be grateful for the help and compassion that he showed me and my family in times of trouble.  I loved working with Jill - she was always so calm and fantastic - I pray for Jill and Stephen as they move to Ightham and work amongst the people of their new parish.           Anne Hassall

My prayers and best wishes go with you, Stephen & Jill and your family to Ightham.  You will be greatly missed.  Thank you so much for your prayers and care for me, especially over the past three years.                               Nancy

Stephen Jones has many exceptional qualities but for me his greatest are as an inspiring teacher and preacher.  He radiates a love and knowledge of God and he has an encyclopaedic understanding of the bible.  I learned much as he prepared me for confirmation last year.  I am so grateful for how he has patiently answered my endless questions. He has changed for me my perception of sermons.  In previous churches I found them something of an endurance test.  With Stephen they were like a hotline to God.  A gifted vicar is Stephen!

Jill has been a joy to work alongside with the youth group. Jill is a wise mentor and I have learnt so much from her.  She has taught me about the ministry that goes unseen by most but is appreciated by so many.  I have asked her advice about so many things and we had many bizarre experiences together.  With her I have swung from assorted ropes at Halls Green; learned how bad I am at ten pin bowling; learnt about the joys of quasar and we even went paintballing together.  Boy, were we bruised!  More than anything, we have shared so much fun in our times together.  If I had to capture one memory though, it is Jill's “Sid James style cackle”, an infectious laugh from a warm and lovely person.

Stephen and Jill.  Thank you for brightening my family's life.  Igtham is about to receive two rays of sunshine.  I will miss you both.                      Lisa Parker
Like many I will be sorry to see the departure of Stephen. I have 
vivid memories of the Service of Institution and Induction held on 29th 
July 1997. At that time I was Mayor of Sevenoaks and with the then 
District Council Chairman and a County Councillor had to welcome 
Stephen as Civic Representatives. I still have the order of service. It 
was a wonderful communion service followed by refreshments in a 
marquee.                                                                                           Avril Hunter
Things that have always hugely impressed me about Stephen:

·  The way he remembers our names at the Communion Rail

·  The beauty and meaning of his extemporaneous prayer

·  The genuine love and concern he has shown for us, his parishioners

·  The time he will give if and when you need him

As a family we have witnessed many of these gifts and give thanks for them.

Things that have always hugely impressed me about Jill:

· The way she stays so calm, no matter what!

·  The love she showers on her family & compassion she shows all of us

·  The way she puts up with Stephen!                                       Paula Blair

It doesn’t happen to me often, being lost for words (!!) but it seems to be happening quite a bit at the moment.  As Christians we are supposed to be Christ-like – something I struggle to be, something I struggle to remember to try to be and something I didn’t believe was possible.  Until I met Stephen Jones … the most Christ-like person I have had the privilege of meeting.  Stephen you have been the most incredible, giving, patient, forgetful at times (!!xx), loving, encouraging, spiritual, understanding and generous Christian influence in my life since I became a believer.  I thank God for you.  

With love & best wishes to you and Jill for your new time in Ightham,        Jeb

P.S.  I haven’t even mentioned my Confirmation or Wedding, but there’s only so much room this Editor can pinch! x
I have such good memories of Stephen – things which I will never forget.  

Before he became our Vicar, before his Institution and Induction, he called at our home – he had heard about Kirkland’s massive stroke, and came to introduce himself.  So I will always remember that.  Later he baptised our Grandson, Oliver – who was about seven or eight years old; he blessed the marriage of my daughter Kathryn to Roger; and when Kirkland was too ill to attend church services Stephen called regularly with Holy Communion for us both.  Thank you Stephen for all of that, and so much more.             Sybil Blair

One of the first things I understand that Stephen did when he arrived at Kippington was to go through a list of names of those in the congregation as a first step in getting to know us all.                                          Elizabeth Harsant

When my son-in-law to be and I attended Stephen’s Institution we were thrilled by the warm-loving-giving impression he gave – something that has proved true for over a decade.  (Unfortunately my husband and our daughter – the bride-to-be – were working too far away to be able to attend).  

The Wedding Service was so personal, beautifully conducted, as if they were the only two people in the world that day.  

Stephen & Jill have given us so much over the years for which we can only be thankful.  Thoughts and prayers will be with them as they move to Ightham.

Jennifer Austin

CHURCH FLOWERS
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Ros Hedges has decided to step down as head of the Flower Team due to family commitments.  We thank her for all her hard work and commitment during the past few years; especially at our major festivals of 

Easter and Christmas. 

The Church Wardens have agreed that the organisation of the Flower rota is an administrative role that can be undertaken by the Parish Office but we do need to find a number of new volunteers to join the existing small team of flower arrangers.

If you have a love of flowers and would like to arrange the altar flowers once or twice a year, working alone or partnering an experienced team member, please contact Mary Scott for more information.  

Some people like to donate the flowers, but we do have a fund to cover costs.

Mary Scott

Tel:  01732 451117

office@stmaryssevenoaks.org
MEMORIAL SERVICE – REV. JOHN HARGREAVES

Many of you will remember the Rev. John Hargreaves when he was 

Vicar at St. Luke’s Church.
Sadly, he has died and there will be a Memorial Service for him at St Luke’s 

on Saturday 10th May at 2.00 pm.
The Church Wardens are delighted to be able to confirm that the Bishop has offered Lynette Leithead the post of Curate here at St. Mary, Kippington and she has accepted.  

We know that all of you will join us in supporting Lynette when she takes up her post in September and will continue praying for her now as she completes her training.  

Jenny & Roger
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We make our prayer to you o Lord our God, for those who are to be set apart for the work of the ordained ministry and especially Lynette.  
Grant her the abundance of Your Grace, that in the power of the Holy Spirit she may faithfully fulfil her calling in building up the life of Your church and in furthering Your Kingdom in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen 
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An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked him; “How do you expect to get into Heaven?”.

The boy thought it over and said, “Well, I’ll run in and out and in and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says, ‘For Heaven’s sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!’”

READERS AND INTERCESSIONS ROTA

May 2008
	4th May

	
	8:00am
	1 Peter 4: 7-11
	

	
	
	John 15 :26 -16:4a
	

	

	Holy

Communion
	10:30am
	1Peter 5:6-11
	Jenny Gyte

	
	
	John 17:1-11
	Graham Roper

	
	Intercessions Lynette Leithead

	

	11th May

	
	8:00am
	Acts 2:1-11
	

	
	
	John 14;15 -31a
	

	

	Holy Communion 

Pentecost
	10:30am
	Acts 2:1-11
	Norman Shepherd 

	
	
	John 20 :19-23
	Dawn Shepherd

	
	Intercessions Sharon Fishwick

	

	18th May

	
	8:00am
	Rev 4:1-11


	

	
	
	John 3: 1-15
	

	

	Family 

Service
	10:30am
	tba 
	tba

	
	
	tba
	tba

	
	Intercessions tba

	

	

	25th May

	
	8:00am
	1 John 4: 7-end
	

	
	
	Luke 16: 19 - end
	

	

	
	10:30am
	tba
	Alan Chart

	
	
	tba
	Joan Taylor

	
	Intercessions Caroline Howe


CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2008
Thursday 1st May   Ascension Day

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee hour in Centre

Friday 2nd May

1.45 for 2.00pm  Tots’ Praise in Church

Sunday 4th May   7th of Easter

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Holy Communion (CW)

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche

12.30pm Farewell Buffet Lunch for Stephen & Jill in the Centre

No evening service

Tuesday 6th May

8.00pm  Standing Committee in Wreford Room
Thursday 8th May

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee hour in Centre

Sunday 11th May   Pentecost

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) **
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche

6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)

Monday 12th May

Churchwarden’s Visitation at St John the Evangalist, Hildenborough

Tuesday 13th May

8.00pm  1st PCC Meeting of new Church Year in Wreford Room

Wednesday 14th May

9.15am  Lunch Club outing to Arundel.  Return 5.00 pm

Thursday 15th May

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee hour in Centre

11.00 am  Holy Communion at Kippington’s Nursing Home

Sunday 18th May   Trinity Sunday

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Family Service in The Centre  **
Crèche available.  Coffee afterwards.

6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)

Thursday 22nd May

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee Hour in The Centre

Sunday 25th May   1st after Trinity

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Morning Prayer (BCP)

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche

We welcome Drs. Ron and Molly Pont who will talk to

us about their work at The Quetta Hospital in Pakistan.

This will be the start of our Birthday Weekend and there will be

an opportunity to give in support of The Quetta Hospital

Coffee afterwards in The Centre

6.30pm  Informal Evening Prayer

Wednesday 28th May

7.30pm  The Institution and Induction of Rev. Stephen Jones

at St Peter’s Church, Ightham
**Space will be very limited in the church**
Thursday 29th May

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee Hour in The Centre

**  Please note that our Family Service falls on the 3rd Sunday this month

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2008
Sunday 1st June   2nd after Trinity

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Holy Communion (CW)

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche

6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)

Thursday 5th June

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee Hour in The Centre

Friday 6th June

1.45 for 2.00pm  Tots’ Praise in The Church

Sunday 8th June   3rd after Trinity

KIPPINGTON BIRTHDAY

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Family Service in The Centre

Our Giving today will be in aid of The Quetta Hospital, Pakistan

Crèche available.  Coffee after the service.

12.30pm  BARBECUE IN THE VICARAGE GARDEN

No evening Service

Thursday 12th June

10.00am  Holy Communion

10.45am  Coffee Hour in The Centre

Saturday 14th June

2.00pm  Wedding of Nicola Berry & Kenny George

Sunday 15th June   4th after Trinity

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Morning Prayer (BCP)

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche

6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)

KNOW YOUR ONIONS

AND GROW YOUR CHURCH

 

The National Christian Resources Exhibition is being held at Sandown Park, Esher from Tuesday 13th to Friday 16th May
Make Connections, Get Informed, Be Enriched and Entertained

 

Booklets with full details are at the back of church.  
Early booking is recommended AND GROW YOUR CHURCH
 

The National Christian Resources Exhibition is being held at Sandown Park, Esher from Tuesday 13th to Friday 16th May
Make Connections, Get Informed, Be Enriched and Entertained

 

Booklets with full details are at the back of church.  
Early booking is recommended.

Christmas Fair 2008 - Saturday November 8th 2008

The Scotts Project Trust has been selected as the Charity to receive the Christmas Fair proceeds this year.  This is a residential home for adults with learning difficulties, please see article on page 15.  We hope that you will help us to raise as much money as possible for them.
To give you an idea of what we are planning, we would like to have the following stalls:  As last time - Bottle tombola, raffle, silent auction, children’s tombola, jewellery, cakes, gardening, jams/preserves (please save 1lb and ½ lb jam jars), crafts, gifts, toys/ games, books (paperbacks and hardbacks), lunches and refreshments, Tower trips.
Some new stalls – sweets (bought and handmade), chocolate fountain (with fruit/marshmallows etc to dip), gift boxes/bags and gift wrapping, face painting, gift cards (for all occasions - can be bought or handmade), human fruit machine (requires 3 people), tours of the church, quiz/treasure trail around church.
We do need stallholders for all the “new” stalls plus gardening and jams so please give me a call or e-mail. 
Stallholders will request donation of items in due course, please store them for the time being, we just require items at present for the craft group.  We would like to make gift cards for gardeners out of (unused) packets of seeds.  If you have any spare packets at home (with expiry date March 2009 onwards) or would buy an extra packet when shopping we would appreciate your donation to the box in Church.
The next craft workshop is on Monday May 19th 9am – 12noon in the Church Centre.  Please come and help us make items to sell, we do need more help, everyone is welcome – no special skills required. 
We will be making and covering boxes – for presentation of items or to sell as gift boxes. Used Christmas/birthday cards and small boxes will be recycled for this.  Shoe box/ shirt box maximum size please.  If you have old cards, boxes and new wrapping paper to donate we would appreciate your help (box at back of church).

e:churchfair2008@btinternet.com,  “C” pigeon hole in church or see us during coffee after the Family Service.

We look forward to hearing from you

John, Barbara and Emma Craig
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Fund Raising at Christmas Fair

As you will all know from publicity in Forward Move, the Christmas Fair will be on 8th November.  The PCC has now decided, on the recommendation of the Charities Committee, that all the money raised should be given to Scotts Project.

The history of the Project started in 1990 when Jill and Denis Scott had a dream to build a residential home in Kent where young adults with learning disabilities could live and work together.  The need arose directly from their own experience, because their daughter, Henny, was forced to live many miles away due to lack of facilities closer to home. 

Their aim was for a special caring community for adults who would benefit from a structured environment, designed to help them reach their full potential through learning and leisure.  Although the community has a Christian ethos, it is open to anyone, regardless of belief.

This seems to be an extremely worthwhile local cause (Scotts Project is located on the Shipbourne Road, just north of Tonbridge) and we are very happy to commend it to the Parish.  We have already contacted Mrs Jill Scott and she has very kindly agreed to visit the Fair and perform the opening ceremony.

Please do make a note of the date in your diary. 

Stephen Day
You can find out more about them on their website 
www.scottsprojecttrust.org.uk
BIRTHDAY BBQ

Celebrate the Church’s Birthday on Sunday 8th June with us at our annual BBQ in the Vicarage Garden after the Family Service
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Please sign up for this popular event using the ‘sign-up’ forms at the back of the Church or contact Mary Scott in the Centre Office.  There is no charge for this but we do need to know numbers in advance and we ask for volunteers to make salads and puddings, again sign-up at the back of the Church or let Mary know what you’d like to bring.  

We are also looking for ‘barbecuers’ and Roger (Church Warden) would be delighted to hear from you!

Remember to bring you own chairs, sunhats and drinks.

Mary Scott Parish Centre Office:  Tel. 451117

office@stmaryssevenoaks.org
PS:  We are having a raffle to raise money for Drs. Molly and Ron Pont and the hospital in Quetta.  Please let me know if you can donate a prize – Mary
Children’s Society Sponsored Walk

If you would like to join the Children’s Society Sponsored walking adventures this year (Canterbury 14th June and London 13th September) please contact Mary at the Kippington Centre Office for further details.

These are fun walks for the whole family and it would be lovely if we could send a group representing St Mary Kippington.

Office Tel:  01732 451117                     e-mail:  office@stmaryssevenoaks.org

Canterbury, a historic Christian Site 
The Christian Church was born in the city of Jerusalem in the great events of our Lord's death and resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  It spread rapidly across the Roman world and other cities became important Christian centres.  These included Antioch, Ephesus, Alexandria, Constantinople and Rome. 
At the beginning of the Sixth Century a small town in southeast England was added to that illustrious list - Canterbury in Kent.  It seemed more likely that London or Winchester or Lincoln would have become the centre of English Christianity but a missionary's decision to make Canterbury his headquarters gave the honour to a town formerly fairly insignificant.  That missionary was Augustine (died 604/605 AD), a Benedictine monk from a monastery in Rome and not to be confused with the much better known Bishop Augustine of Hippo in North Africa (354-430).
Augustine was selected for this mission to England by Bishop Gregory of Rome.  We are not sure why Gregory initiated this mission but there is a well-known story about it.  This story, or legend, is told in the Venerable Bede's great work on English Church History, 'Ecclesiastical History of the English People'.  Bede tells us that while Bishop Gregory was visiting the Forum in Rome, he saw children for sale in the slave market.  Noting their fair complexions and blue eyes, he asked who they were and was told they were Angles, captured in their home country, England.  Gregory is alleged to have replied with a Latin pun.  'Non Angli, sed angeli,' 'not Angles but angels.' Gregory sent Augustine and forty other monks on a mission to England to convert the native peoples to Christianity.
Of course this was not the first time the Christian faith reached Britain.  The gospel had come to these islands at least three hundred years before Augustine's mission.  Who brought the Good News to our ancestors is uncertain.  It might have come with Roman soldiers or traders, for the Romans had occupied the country as early as 43 AD. 
More likely, however, it was Christian missionaries from Gaul (France), our nearest neighbours across the English Channel, who first evangelised our pagan forefathers.  When an important Church Council was held in Arles in France in 314 AD, the records show that three English bishops attended, indicating that early in the 4th century Christianity was well enough established in England to have at least three bishoprics. (Continued next month.)
A prayer for the sick …

We bring to You, O loving Saviour, those sufferers of whom we think and whom we name in the silence of our hearts …

All healing is with You.  We can only bring them to You and offer our minds in love and tenderness and sincerity.

Grant them healing, if that may be; but above all, grant them Your peace and joy that they may know that You are with them, that they are safe, and that nothing can snatch them from Your hand or finally defeat Your purposes.

We ask it for your name’s sake.

Amen
Next time you’re in Church … Look Up!

THE CHANCEL ROOF: 
Barrel shaped and boarded, this was painted by Heaton, Butler and Bayne and is a fine example of the Victorian Gothic Revival at its best.   
The roof extends across the whole chancel, with painted ribs spanning the vault and dividing it into panels, with radiating ribs in the apse.   
On the soft blue background arc painted a profusion of stars of different sizes and shapes, the larger ones moulded and stuck on. 
There is a central sunburst with the sacred monogram 1HS in gold on each ' panel.    
A broad band of decoration on a pink background runs the whole way round, each section in the apse having an angel delicately painted and set in a golden oval.    
Together they hold a curling scroll with the words
"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and Earth are full of Thy Glory, Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High."
The other sections at the side have a rose bush motif, set in a quatrefoil and a diamond, with a white rose in each comer and entwined leaves.  A decorated border runs along the wall-plate and is repeated along the central ridge.
But what is a Curate?  

From the Latin curatus, a curate is a person who is invested with the care, or cure (cura), of souls of a parish.  In this sense it correctly means a parish priest.  In Anglican churches the term is usually used for an assistant priest or deacon.  Originally a bishop would entrust a priest with the 'cure of souls' (pastoral ministry) of a parish.  

The Book of Common Prayer (1662) of the Church of England refers to the clergy as bishops and curates in the text of prayer of intercession for Holy Communion.  It uses the word 'curate' in its original sense to refer to all clergy entrusted with a cure of souls and not just to assistant curates.
In other languages terms derived from curatus are often used differently.  In French curé refers to the senior parish priest and, likewise, the Italian curato and Spanish cura.
In the charismatic and / or evangelical parts of the Anglican church, the role of the curate is usually perceived a little differently.  Curates in charismatic and / or Evangelical churches tend to be seen as an assistant leader to the overall leader, often in a larger team of pastoral leaders. Many of the larger charismatic / evangelical churches have sizeable staff teams with a number of pastoral leaders, some ordained and others who are not.
(abridged from Wikipedia)
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Goodnight Prayers - Prayers and Blessings
by Sophie Piper, LionHudson, £5.99
A book of endearing bedtime reflections to remind little children of God's love and care all through the night.  Sweet illustrations of moons, stars, night-time creatures and child angels make this a sentimental treasure. 

50 Favourite Bible Stories - selected and read by Cliff Richard
by Brian Sibley, LionHudson, £14.99

This year Cliff Richard is celebrating 50 years in show business.  As part of these celebrations, Lion Children's Books has been specially commissioned by the Cliff Richard Organisation to produce a book and CD package of Cliff Richard's 50 favourite Bible stories, which have been brought together in this colourfully presented hardback to make not only a special commemorative item but a book that can be enjoyed every day.


These stories are retold by acclaimed writer and dramatist Brian Sibley and read aloud by Cliff himself for a whole new generation of young ones to enjoy.  Stylish and witty illustrations by Stephen Waterhouse make the book a visual treat to enjoy while reading or listening.
The Lion Book of Wisdom Stories from around the world
by David Self, LionHudson, £8.99

Each of these stories focuses on some of the key issues that face humankind and on how they can be resolved wisely.  Drawn from a variety of different cultures around the world, this book offers a glimpse of people of every background and how we can learn from one another. 
Issues include: sharing resources justly; how people of good faith outwit the spiteful; pride before a fall; and the nature of true riches.  The illustrations from Christina Balit are fittingly ethnic in nature and bring the stories to life with brilliant hues and stylish detailing.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Anything you wish to communicate to the readership MUST be with us by Saturday 17th May, AT THE VERY LATEST!  
Jeb Hogg
If you have e-mail please send any articles as a word attachment to:
forwardmove@hotmail.com
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 Come and join us for Tots’ Praise on the following dates:





Friday 2nd May at 1.45 for 2.00pm


Friday 6th June at 1.45 for 2.00pm





We’ll be having songs, stories and prayers for the 0-5 year olds and their parents or carers at 1.45 for 2.00 pm in the church (lasts 20-30mins).  This will be followed by a cup of tea / juice and a short time of play and chat in The Centre.  Everyone welcome – pushchairs, prams, and when not at school, older siblings can join in too!














If you would like to be involved in our Coffee Rota, 


please contact Joan Taylor





Sunday 11th May


Fishwick Family





Sunday 8th June


Birthday Sunday


Craig Family





Sunday 29th June


Rosemary Creed





























