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HOME AND PRAYER GROUPS 

 
HOME GROUPS 
 

            

                  
 

Wednesday morning at 10.00am: Contact: Joan Taylor  
5th and 19th May  
 
Wednesday mornings at 09.30am:  Contact: Lynette Leithead  
12th aŀȅ ŀǘ WŜƴƴȅ DȅǘŜΩǎ, 26th May at 25 Brittains Lane  ŀǘ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ .ŜǊǊȅΩǎ 
 
Tuesday evenings at 8.00pm: Contact: Lynette Leithead  
Held at tƘŜ wƻǇŜǊΩǎΥ ς tentative dates (please phone to confirm) 11th and 25th 
May. 
 
Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm: Contact: Stephen and Jean Day  
5th and 19th May and 2nd June  

 
 
 

PRAYER GROUP 
 

We meet every Wednesday, at 2.15pm at {ȅōƛƭ .ƭŀƛǊΩǎΦ Prayers last for 
approximately one hour, followed by a cup of tea and chat. 
 

 
 
 

If there is anyone you would like us to pray for  

ς totally confidentially ς please do let us know. 

Contact Sybil Blair  

If you are interested in joining ANY of the groups listed 

below, please phone the named leader ς you will get a 

warm welcome.   

See page four for areas under discussion per group. 
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Dear All, 
 

 

 

It has been just over a year since I began work here ς my first full day was April 

CƻƻƭǎΩ 5ŀȅ нллфΗ   ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

garden.  I planted a sack-full of daffodil bulbs last November; it took most of a 

Friday to get them into the hard sandy ground!  But they have all come up and 

are flowering to our great delight!  The magnolia blossom is still awaited, 

numerous buds after earlier pruning of the tree. 

As we enter my second year, there comes the need to give thought and prayer 

to where we are as a church, and where we are going.   There is a lot that we 

can appreciate together.   We have a lovely building, we are blessed with one 

of the best church centres in Kent, set in a beautiful and quiet location.  We 

enjoy the friendship we have with one another, along with the shared 

experience of worship and prayer.  There is a lot to be thankful for. 

But it is important to ask where we are going as a church.  What are we doing 

here?  What is the church for?  Do we have dreams of what we could be or do? 

To help us in this venture I have arranged three Saturday mornings ς 8th May, 

5th June and 3rd July.   We plan to start at 9.30 with croissants and coffee/tea, 

and finish by 1pm.   We are handing out a paper with four questions on it that 

ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚΩ  Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎΚΩ  Ψ²Ƙŀǘ 

Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΚΩ  ŀƴŘ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΚΩΦ  We shall look at these 

questions in session one and use them to build on in sessions two and three. 

We are not conducting this exercise only with members of the church council. 

We are openiƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƘŜre will 

involve every one of us ς we all have a part to play.    

{ǘ tŀǳƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ 

human body is injured or sick, the whole body is weakened and affected ς as  

 
ΨLŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

you are going, 
you will end up  
ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΗΩ 

 



3 

 

the physiotherapists among you keep reminding me!  So it is with the church.  

We only reach fulfilment if every person takes on their special role. 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƛǎ HIS 

church, not ours.  It is good to be reminded of that!  What does God want for 

us, HIS church? 

I look forward to meeting with as many of you as can be present on May 8th. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Now you are the body of Christ, and 
each one of you is a part of it. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

With best wishes in Christ 
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HOME GROUPS: THE SUBJECT MATTERS!  
 

If you are interested in trying out what the Home Groups are all about - having 
an opportunity to learn, discuss and debate the Bible text being looked at, as 
well as talking about how this reflects on and has relevance to your life today ς 
please do contact the named leader ς you will get a warm welcome.   
 
Forward Move will be providing information each month on what topics are 
being looked at by which Home Group (Hopefully, next month we will shorten 
this to appear on the inside front cover, along with the time, date & venue 
information). 
 
At the moment, areas being looked at are as follows: 
 

 [ȅƴŜǘǘŜ [ŜƛǘƘŜŀŘΩs Tuesday evening group:  In May, a new module  ς on 
the topic of PRAYER. 

 Wƻŀƴ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ look at the 
book of ISIAH, chapters 54-55 and 61 respectively.   

 [ȅƴŜǘǘŜ [ŜƛǘƘŜŀŘΩǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ς having seen what the 
Tuesday evening group were doing (!!) will be taking a look at THE 
TRINITY as seen in the Rubley icon.  They will then be moving on to a 
look at one of the prophets of the Old Testament.   

 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ WŜŀƴ 5ŀȅΩǎ group will be starting a new module as of May ς 
but will be agreeing together, as a group, what the topic will be.  So, if 
you are interested in finding out, please contact the Days anytime after 
their meeting on 21st April! 

 
¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ άŘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻŜέ ƛƴǘƻ what a 
IƻƳŜ DǊƻǳǇ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άǎƛƎƴ ǳǇέΤ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ 
meeting, or for the three, four, six sessions of a topic.    
 
As we said last month, the Ministry Team would be delighted if they had a 
future problem of setting up more Home Groups to cater for the increased 
demand!   
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CHURCH SPRING CLEAN 

 
 
What a wonderful response. An army of volunteers armed with 
dusters, mops, cleaners and toothbrushes (yes toothbrushes) arrived 
to tackle cleaning our beautiful Church.  I felt overwhelmed and 
ƻǾŜǊƧƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴȅ άōŀǊƳȅέ ŀǊƳȅ 
approached this mammoth task. 
  
Thank you to everyone for your hard work and all the laughter! 

 Rita Bennett. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A prayer for our young people as they prepare 
for examinations 

 
God, all-loving, all-knowing and wise, we pray 
for our young people as they prepare for 
examinations.  Give them the hunger to stick 
at their studies, even when revision becomes 
boring.  Help them to stay calm, answer the 
questions they are asked and really let the 
examiners see that they understand what they 
have learnt.  Help them give of their best and 
to leave the rest in Your hands. 
²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ƛǘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  !ƳŜƴ 
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 The Bible. Worth knowing. 
      Worth sharing. Worth living. 

You are warmly invited to the Sevenoaks Vision Event.  Come and see for 
yourself the desperate hunger for the Bible around the world and praise God 
with us for the ways that he is changing lives through his Word. 
What: Sevenoaks Vision Event 

Where: The Kippington Centre, Sevenoaks  

What:  10.00am Arrival and refreshments 

10.30am Welcome, devotions and prayer 

10.45am Be inspired to change lives in the Middle East with 
guest speaker Mike Bassous, Bible Society of Lebanon 

11.15am Find out how you and your church can play a part in 
the fight to end Bible poverty 

12.00pm .ƛōƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ς learn how Bible Society is 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 

When: Saturday 22 May 2010: 10.00 am ς 12.30 pm 

 
RSVP By Friday 14th May by email: 

contactus@biblesociety.org.uk 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

Date for your diary ς not to be missed! 
North West Fellowship Pilgrimage 2010 
wƻȅŀƭ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ϧ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ²ƛƴdsor  

Thursday 29th July 2010 
Full details available and bookings taken from 

Sunday 30th May 
 

mailto:contactus@biblesociety.org.uk
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Mr Micawber comes to Kippington  
(by Michael Chapman, outgoing Treasurer of the PCC) 

 
"Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure nineteen pounds nineteen 
and six, result happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure 

twenty pounds ought and six, result misery." 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is an important occasion in the life of the 
Church as it is an opportunity to share where we stand financially.    The 
Annual Accounts is a lengthy formal document - so in a nutshell, where do we 
ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ άaƛcawber PriƴŎƛǇƭŜέ? 
 
From where does the money come? 
The main items are: 
a) Voluntary giving is the financial life-blood of the Church.   Planned giving 
(via standing orders, weekly envelopes and gift aid envelopes) plus the tax we 
are able to recover raised £68,700 in 2009, a fall of £7,600 compared with the 
previous year     
b) Collections at services was just under £8,600, a fall of £1,400 compared 
with 2008          
c) Investment income from monies built up over the years was, in the 
present economic climate halved at £3,800      
d) One-off donations and legacies provided £2,000 in 2009 against a 
magnificent but exceptional total of £31,000 in 2008        
e) Fees for special services etc. provided a further £4,900        
 

Without action, our future income is projected 
to fall further to around £84,000 p.a. 

 
 
And where does all the money go? 
a) The running costs of the Church itself covering heating/lighting, 
maintenance and repairs, cleaning, looking after the surrounds and insurance 
total some £20,000 per year 
b) The cost of ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊΩǎ ǎǘƛǇŜƴŘ (when national insurance and the pension 
contributions are included) comes to over £34,000.    The Parish Share, our 
portion of the Diocesan costs, will in 2010 be £21,200        
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c) Maintaining the vicarage plus very modest out-of-pocket expenses for 
our clergy costs a further £5,000     
d) ¢ƘŜ άhǊƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘƻƛǊέ Ǉƭǳǎ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀōǎƻǊō Ƨǳǎǘ 
under £5,000     
e) A myriad of other items, from clerical support, the web-site, stationery, 
copying, postages etc account for a further £5,000      
f) It is also our policy to support some charities from our own voluntary 
giving and this can cost £6/8,000 in a year.       
 
This means that each year we need to raise nearly £100,000 to support the on-
going life of the Church.    All this excludes any costs associated with the 
Centre, as happily it covers its running costs on an annual basis. 
 
So what would Mr Micawber say ? 

In simple terms, the unpalatable truth is that our regular income falls short of 
our costs by just over £16,000, compounding the 2009 shortfall of £15,500.     
These numbers have been produced after a tough examination of all our costs. 
 

 
 
So what is the solution? 

We recognise and thank those contributing via Planned Giving and already 
some have increased their commitments whilst others have made extra once 
off gifts.    Gift aid envelopes are being placed in the pews so that, at no extra 
cost to those paying tax, we can recover more from the Inland Revenue. 
 
Clearly it would help if more people were to give regularly through Planned 
Giving. It does not have to be a large monthly sum, but this method would also 
help to make our income more secure.   One-off donations and bequests in 
Wills are of course also of great benefit to us.    Richard Leithead, who handles 
the Planned Giving, would be only too pleased to hear from you and to explain 
more fully the options available.   A little bit more from everyone who can 
afford it will go a long way to easing our problems and help in carrying forward 
DƻŘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
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Westminster Abbey ς our Parish Pass 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The ticket admits up to 4 adults or young people up to the age of 18 free of charge, 
so if you have a student studying history, literature, politics or geography there is a 
bit of history at the Abbey waiting to bring their subject to life!   If you have visitors 
from abroad the Abbey will be teaming with tourists from all over the world and a 
ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ !ŎƻǳǎǘƛŎ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΧΦǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻmething 
of a pilgrimage as you shuffle around some of the smaller side chapels with the audio 
stick glued to one ear and the voices of many different foreign languages filtering in 
through the other. 
 
Away from the main body of the Abbey the Cloister is more peaceful and the Abbey 
museum is very informative with easy to understand displays covering many 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΧŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻƴ ŀ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
or Thursday venture further along the cloisters to the Little Cloister and visit the 
College Garden which is open to the public on these days ς we went on a Monday 
and could only peep at the Little Cloister garden which looked very inviting and 
peaceful. 
 
The Parish Pass is kept in the Centre office so ring and leave a message and your 
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪΦ   Or e-mail office@stmaryssevenoaks.org 

 
Mary Scott.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ tŀǊƛǎƘ tŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ 
Westminster Abbey and three more 
opportunities remain for a free visit to this 
amazing place (Pass expires at the end of July). 
 
Julian and I visited for the first time last month 
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and it 
IS an experience! LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
and only have a vague idea of what the Abbey 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ όƳŀȅōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦΩ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ {ǘ 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛƎ .ŜƴΩΗΗύ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
a cacophony of experience as the Abbey is jam 
packed with history and it can be a bit 
confusing, so a little bit of research before you 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΧΦΦ 
 

mailto:office@stmaryssevenoaks.org
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Christian Aid WeŜƪ ƛǎ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ-running fundraising week and has been a 
firm fixture in the calendar of many thousands of people each year since 1957.  It 
is famous for the distinctive envelope that drops through the letterboxes of 
millions of homes each May ς and for the massive impact that the week has made 
in the fight to end the scandal of poverty around the world. 
 
For example, people such as Catherine Nyaata, in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya, 
have been given a significant boost as they try to work their way out of poverty.  
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ƛŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ab¦Σ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ōƭƻŎƪǎΦ   Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΦ  tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻƴŜΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΦ 
 
Christian Aid is an international development agency with a vision ς an end to 
poverty ς and it believes that that vision can become a reality. It works through 
partner organisations in around 50 countries for profound change that eradicates 
the causes of poverty, striving to achieve equality, dignity and freedom for all, 
regardless of faith.  
 
This article comes from the Christian Aid website, and for further information visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk 
 
9th ς 15th May is Christian Aid Week and all over Sevenoaks there will be house-
to-house collections.  We may wonder what difference the little we do or give can 
ƳŀƪŜΦ  !ƴŘ ȅŜǘΣ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ 
ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƘŜǉǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ƻǊ 
purse. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ Ƨƻō ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
do it or L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ, to a mother in Kenya who regularly has sewage flowing 
through the one-ǊƻƻƳŜŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΚ 
 
We hope to arrange collections from 21 roads around the church.  If you would 
like to help, please contact us  
 
And when Christian Aid Week comes, please give generously when a collector 
calls at your house.  If you still have your envelope at the end of the week, there 
will be a basket at the back of church for your donation. 

Jean & Stephen Day 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 9th ς 15th MAY 2010 

Poverty ς ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƛǘ 
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SUNDAY READERS & INTERCESSIONS ROTA ς MAY 2010  
 

¢ƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΥ ά²I!¢ hb 9!w¢I L{ /I¦w/I ChwΚέ 
 

 

2nd May ς Fifth Sunday of Easter                       ¢ƘŜƳŜΥ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩΦ 

 
BCP Easter 4 

 
8:00am 

James 1:17-21  
John 16:5-15 

Holy Communion 10:30am Psalm 133 John Munro 
John 17:1-21 Sally Munro 

 Intercessions Joan Taylor 

 9th May ς Sixth Sunday of Easter                    Theme: Christian Aid 

 
BCP Easter 5 

 
8:00am 

James 1:22-27  
John 16:23-33 

Family Service 10:30am To be chosen -  
 Intercessions Parker family 

16th May  ς Seventh Sunday of Easter         Theme: The Kingdom of God 

BCP Sunday  
After Ascension 

 
8:00am 

1 Peter 4:7 - 11  

John 15: 11-16:1-4a 
Morning Prayer 10:30am Isaiah 61: 1-3 Derek Smith 

Matthew 13:31-35 Audrey F-Speed 

 Intercessions Chris White 

23rd May ς Pentecost                   Theme:  The Church of God (1) 

 
BCP Whitsunday 

 
8:00am 

Acts 2:1-11  

John 14: 15 - 31 

Holy Communion & 
healing prayer 

10:30am I Corinthians 1:1-9 Jenny Gyte 
Luke 24:45-49 Joan Gamble 

  Intercessions Cathie Kitley 

30th May ς Trinity Sunday  Theme:  The Church of God (2) 

BCP Trinity Sunday 8:00am Revelation 4:1-11  
John 3:1-15 

Morning Prayer 
with Baptism 

10:30am Ezekiel 11:17-20 Graham Roper 
1 Peter 1:1-5 tba 

 Intercessions Stephen Day 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY 
 

  Saturday 1st May 
1.00pm onwards  Boot Fair at The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 

 in aid of the Secondary School in Tanzania 
 

Sunday 2nd May    5th of Easter 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) 
with Baptism of Ian Anderson. 

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
12.30pm  ΨCƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩ [ǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ς all welcome 

 

 
 

3.15pm ς PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE! 
  David Kitley to preach at Evensong in Rochester Cathedral  

(please tell him if you would like to come so transport can be arranged) 
 

8.00pm  Hustings for the forthcoming General Election with local 
political party candidates ς to ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦w/ ƻƴ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩ Iƛƭƭ 

 
Tuesday 4th May 

7.30pm  PCC in the Wreford Room ς starting with refreshments 
 

Thursday 6th May 
10.00am  Holy Communion  

11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 
11.30am  Care Team Meeting in The Wreford Room 

 
Friday 7th May 

1.45pm  ¢ƻǘǎΩ tǊŀƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
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Saturday 8th May 
9.30 ς 1.00pm  Ψ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ  

 for the whole of the St Mary church family 
Held in the church with coffee and croissants to begin!! 

This is the first of three mornings; to be followed by 5th June and 3rd July 
 

Sunday 9th May   6th of Easter 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK BEGINS 

8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am Family Service in the Parish Centre 

with coffee afterwards.  Crèche available 
6.30pm  /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ bƛŎƪΩǎΣ {ŜǾŜƴƻŀƪǎ 

Do come and support our candidates:  
Iain & Zoë Anderson, Deborah Jeff and Russell Day. 

 
Monday 10th May 

10.00am  Mission Steering Group meeting in Church 
 

Wednesday 12th May 
Lunch Club Outing to Arundel Castle 

 

 
 

Thursday 13th May   
 ASCENSION DAY 

10.00am  Holy Communion  
11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 

11.15am  Holy Communion at KippIngton Nursing Home 
 

Sunday 16th May    7TH of Easter 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
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Monday 17th of May 
Last day for submitting material for the May Forward Move 

 
Thursday 20th May 

10.00am  Holy Communion  
11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 

 
Saturday 22nd of May 

10.00am ς12.30pm  Bible Society Event in the Parish Centre  
(See details on page 6) 

10.45am  Speaker, Mike Bassous of the Bible Society of Lebanon, 
 12.00 noon  Ψ.ƛōƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ aƛƭƭƛƻƴǎΩ 

Optional bring and share lunch 
 

Sunday 23rd May    Whitsunday - PENTECOST 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) 

with prayer for healing 
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 

12.30pm  Baptism of Rosie, Isabel and Grace Talbot  
      and Findlay MacKenzie 

 

 
 

6.30 pm Informal evening service 
 

Thursday 27th May 
10.00am  Holy Communion  

11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 
 

 
Saturday 29th of May 

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƴƻƴ WƻƘƴ [ƻǿŜΩǎ улth Birthday 
2.30pm  Service in church and then Tea in the Parish Centre at 4.00pm 
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Sunday 30th May    Trinity Sunday 
 

 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Morning Prayer (CW) and 

Baptism of Edward Revess 
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 

 
 

CALENDAR FOR JUNE 
 

Thursday 3rd June 
10.00am  Holy Communion  

11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 
 

Friday 4th June 
1.45pm  ¢ƻǘǎΩ tǊŀƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

 
Saturday 5thJune 

9.30am ς 1.00pm  Second of three Ψ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΩ at church 
 

Sunday 6th June     1st after Trinity 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) 

Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
12.30pm  ΨCƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩ [ǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ς all welcome 

 
Thursday 10th June 

10.00am  Holy Communion  
11.00am  Coffee Hour in The Centre 

11.15am  Holy Communion at KippIngton Nursing Home 
8.00 ς 9.00ǇƳ  Ψ¢ƻǿƴ-ǿƛŘŜΩ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǘ ¦w/ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ wƻŀŘ ς this is to 

pray ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴ 
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Friday 11th June 
Curry Evening at Town Church 

Your chance to watch the France v Uruguay World Cup match 
with a Christian message at half-time ς more details nearer the time 

 
Saturday 12th June 

10.00 ς 3.00pm  ΨwŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ hǘƘŜǊ CŀƛǘƘǎΩ 
{ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƭŜŘ ōȅ {ǘŜǾŜ .ŜƭƭΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ΨLƴǘŜǊǎŜǊǾŜΦΩ 

This Society has people working throughout the Asian world and  
Steve comes with experience of having lived there 

 
 

Sunday 13th June   2ND after Trinity 
Our ST Mary Church BIRTHDAY 
8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am Family Service in the Parish Centre 
with coffee afterwards.  Crèche available 

12.30pm   Birthday Barbecue in the Vicarage Garden 

   
6.30pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)  

 
 
 

 
 

 

Please pray for our candidates  

getting confirmed on 9th May 

Dear Father God: We ask Your blessing on those 
who are preparing for confirmation.  May Your Holy 
Spirit so work in their hearts and minds that they 
may commit themselves to Jesus and acknowledge 
Him as Lord; and grant that they may continue 
steadfast in the faith and fellowship of the Church 
every day of their lives.  Amen 
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St. Mary, Kippington:  Church Register ς April 2010  

 
 
  

  

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ  

The Sunday School teacher was telling the story of how when Lot's wife looked 
back at Sodom and Gomorrah, she turned into a pillar of salt.   One youngster 
nodded in a knowing fashion.   "My mummy looked back once while she was 
driving," he confided, "and she turned into a lamp post." 

FIRST SUNDAY LUNCHES 

 

OUR NEXT DATES WILL BE SUNDAY 2nd MAY & 6th JUNE 

 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ άǎǇǊǳƴƎέΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ tƭƻǳƎƘƳŀƴΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎ όōǊŜŀŘΣ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΣ ǎŀƭŀŘ ϧ ŎƻƭŘ ƳŜŀǘǎ ƻǊ ǇŀǘŜǎύΦ 

Do come and join us ς it really is an excellent opportunity to meet and chat and 
break bread together. 

 

In Memory 
 
29 March: Funeral of John David Ball, aged 79, of 
Pinehurst Nursing Home, Sevenoaks 

Congratulations 
 
Warmest wishes to Julian Rhys and Deborah Jeff on 
their engagement....  They got engaged on April 12th  

and plan to marry this autumn. 
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Little known facts..... from Simon Burton-Jones, Archdeacon of Rochester: 

 

 41 per cent of British people stay at home every evening of the week 
And yet many people say they have no time to volunteer for causes 

 Einstein did not learn to read until he was ten 

Chill out, pushy parents !!  

 Wǳǎǘ мΦп ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ 

This turns Anglican religious observance into revolutionary fervour by 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΧ 

 The number of armed conflicts in the world has declined by more than 40 per 
cent since 1992 
The pessimistic assumption we make from absorbing modern media is that 
everything is getting so much worse when there is clearly much to give thanks for 

 

 

Totsõ Praise 
Do come and join us!  

 
Our next dates are: 

Friday 7th May and Friday 4th June 
1.45 for 2.00 pm 

 
 

Designed with the 0-5 year olds and their parents or carers in mind, we 
meet in the Church for our service ς during which we sing songs, listen 
to a story and join together in prayer (lasts 20-30mins) and then move 

to the Centre for a cup of tea / juice and a time of play and chat. 

Everyone is welcome 
Pushchairs and prams are no problem ς and we love to welcome older 

brothers or sisters ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗ 
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Local church trail: St Mary the Virgin, Westerham 
 

 
 
The novelist Thomas Hardy came from a family of church musicians, and referred to this 
music frequently in his novels; in particular Under the Greenwood Tree depicts the life and 
death of a typical church band and quire.  Hardy wrote an imagined accƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻŜƳ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜΩΦ 

 
 

Contributed by Ian Campbell  

As an attempt to introduce church music into 

rural areas, choirs were formed from the 

local residents.  Village musicians were often 

also recruited as a means of assisting the 

singers, the mixed ensemble of singers and 

players usually performing from a gallery at 

the west end of the church.  Such a gallery 

was built in 1704 at St Mary the Virgin 

Westerham, and removed in 1882 with the 

introduction of an organ.  

She turned in the high pew, until her sight 
Swept the west gallery, and caught its row 
Of music-men with viol, book, and bow 
Against the sinking sad tower-window light. 
  
She turned again; ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƛŘŜΩǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
hƴŜ ǎǘǊŜƴǳƻǳǎ ǾƛƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǊ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ 
A message from his string to her below, 
²ƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨL ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜŜ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŦƻǊǘƘǊƛƎƘǘΗΩ 
  
¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΩ ōƻƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴΤ ƛƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 
And long years thence, when Age had scared 
Romance, 
At some old attitude of his or glance 
That gallery-scene would break upon her mind,  
With him as minstrel, ardent, young, and trim, 
.ƻǿƛƴƎ ΨbŜǿ {ŀōōŀǘƘΩ ƻǊ Ψaƻǳƴǘ 9ǇƘǊŀƛƳΩΦ 
  
Thomas Hardy 
 

 


